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Tennesseans to be Honored on 
International Human Rights Day

Former Tennessee Tribune Intern Launches
“BReaKiNG iNTo HoLLyWooD” Book Nationwide to Inspire Artists to Pursue Their Dream

Los Angeles, Calif. –  The book, 
“BReaKiNG iNTo HoLLyWooD,” is now 
released nationwide and is written by au-
thor Angela M. Hutchinson, a former Ten-
nesse Tribune intern.  The comedic memoir 
is based on Hutchinson’s colorful experi-
ences while pursuing her entertainment ca-
reer in the glitz n’ glam capital of the world. 
From her solo cross-country road trip at 
22-years-old from Chicago to Los Angeles, 
to her crazy roommates, to establishing suc-
cess as an industry insider, to marriage and 
motherhood, Hutchinson’s vibrant journey 
will pique your interest, ignite your dream, 
and make you LOL. No matter what your 
dream, “BReaKiNG iNTo HoLLyWooD” 
will inspire you to achieve it. The official 
book signing and author Q&A will take 
place at The Writers Store in Burbank, Cali-
fornia on Wednesday, December 15, 2010 
at 6:00 P.M. With the holidays around the 
corner, this is a great gift for anyone with 
passion for a dream.  Read the book today, 
break into Hollywood tomorrow!  To pur-
chase the book, visit Amazon.com.

Book Reviews
“‘BReaKiNG iNTo HoLLyWooD’ 

changed my life. I made my ‘Lights, Cam-
era, Action Plan’ as soon as I finished read-
ing the book!” -Actress/Singer, Los Angeles

“Even though I have no affiliation with 
entertainment, the book gave me the confi-
dence and courage to pursue my dream of 
starting my own business.” - Loan Officer, 
Chicago

“EXCELLENT... A very informative industry resource 
that I highly recommend for all artists!” -Director/Writer/

Producer, Hollywood
About the Author
Angela M. Hutchinson 

has over eight years of expe-
rience in the entertainment 
industry.  She has worked 
for Warner Bros., MGM, and 
the Grammys. Hutchinson is 
a scriptwriter, casting direc-
tor, and former talent agent 
with RPM Talent Agency. 
Inside her comedic memoir, 
“BReaKiNG iNTo HoLLy-
WooD,” Hutchinson shares 
her personal stories, industry 
resources, and insider tips 

to breaking into Hollywood. As a talent agent, Hutchin-
son helped actors get their SAG card and land roles in 
films, TV shows, commercials and plays. As a writer, she 
received $20,000 for her first paid writing assignment, 
and served as the first African American president of the 
Scriptwriters Network, since the organization was found-
ed in 1986. As founder of the Los Angeles-based 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization, Breaking into Hollywood, 
Hutchinson has helped hundreds of industry profession-
als pursue their entertainment careers with integrity, cre-
ativity and enthusiasm. Hutchinson earned her B.S.E. in 
Industrial Operations Engineering from the University of 
Michigan and a Cross-Media Journalism certificate from 
USC.  She resides in Los Angeles with her husband and 
two young children. To learn more about Angela, explore 
www.bih-ent.com.

Buy Your Book Today!
info@bih-ent.com

Angela M. Hutchinson

NASHVILLE IRS SAYS OVER 20,000 
TENNESSEANS DUE REFUNDS  MAY 

NOT HAVE  FILED  IN TIME

Many due refunds, or having failed to file, may be 
eligible for assistance - Tips on late filing, e-filing, tax 
credits and appeals

By Howard M. Romaine, Attorney, Tribune writer

Dan Boone, a spokesman for the Internal Revenue 
Service, located in the Nashville Metro area in the Ke-
fauver Building, at     801  Broadway, just down from the 
FRIST Center, said that  earlier this year the IRS reported 
over 20,000 (22,000 to be exact) Tennesseans  appeared 
to be  due refunds  for the 2006 Tax Year, ending in De-
cember, 2006,  but  had  not filed.

When a three year deadline for refunds based on tax 
returns filed passed in April of this year, those refunds 
were lost to the taxpayers, barring some legally obtained 
extension or exception.

He also said that for taxpayers making less than 
$49,000 a year, there are volunteer tax advisers available, 
after the first of the year, to assist in filing  of current year 
tax returns. For those overdue on filing, whether one year 
or ten, the local staff is most helpful in aiding delinquent 
taxpayers to get back on track. Those seeking volunteer 
assistance can call United Way at 2-1-1, to find a near 
location assistance place. . 

In a lengthy interview, Mr. Boone reviewed IRS rules 
on credits, (amounts which can directly reduce taxes, or 
even qualify the taxpayer for case refunds), as well as 
tax procedures, tax assistance at the downtown office or 
informally, and IRS procedures for late tax payers, tax-
payers who haven’t filed for some time, and tax-payers 
who want to use the available credits, or electronic filing 
procedures, but may have not kept up with developments.

Nashville, TN.  Three Tennesseans, Jocelyn Wurzburg, 
Rev. Dr. Don Beisswenger, and Dr. Tommie Morton Young, 
were presented with the Human Rights Advocate Award at a 
celebration of International Human Rights Day on December 
9, 2010 at the Nashville Main Public Library.  
This award is given annually to individuals 
who have dedicated their lives to ending dis-
crimination and promoting human rights.

Wurzburg, an attorney and civil rights 
activist, drafted Tennessee’s first anti-dis-
crimination law in employment and public 
accommodations in the 1970s. She founded 
the Memphis Panel of American Women, a 
project to address religious and racial preju-
dice, served President Gerald Ford on the In-
ternational Women’s Year Commission.

Beisswenger, a retired Vanderbilt Univer-
sity Divinity professor, was imprisoned in 
2004 for his act of civil disobedience against 
the School of the Americas. He is a respected author who has 
co-edited five volumes of Theological Field Education and 
was instrumental in registering disenfranchised voters in the 
South during the Civil Rights Movement.

Morton-Young is an author, scholar and activist that has 
been advocating for women, minorities, and the disadvan-

taged throughout her distinguished career. She initiated hear-
ings by the US Commission on Civil Rights on pay equity for 
women and minorities and school placement of students. She 
was the first African American to graduate from the Vander-

bilt University Peabody College for Teach-
ers.

The theme of International Human Rights 
Day for 2010, designated by the United Na-
tions, is “human rights defenders who act to 
end discrimination.” Human Rights Day be-
gan in 1950 when the General Assembly of 
the United Nations declared December 10th 
as official day of recognition. The purpose of 
the day is to celebrate the anniversary date of 
the assertion of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and to promote efforts to im-
prove human rights. The Tennessee Human 
Rights Commission has joined with the Met-
ro Human Relations Commission, Church 

of Scientology, TN AFL-CIO, the Tennessee Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Coalition and other non-profit human rights 
organizations to hold the annual celebration in recognition of 
the day.

For more information, visit www.nashvillehumanrights.
org.

Jocelyn Wurzburg Rev. Dr. Don Beisswenger Dr. Tommie Morton Young

Nashville, TN. The 
College Trust Fund’s 
January 14, 2011 annu-
al Martin Luther King 
Banquet will feature 
Dr. Michael L. Lomax.

Since 2004, Dr. 
Michael L. Lomax 
has been president and 
chief executive officer 
of UNCF, the nation’s 
largest private pro-
vider of scholarships 
and other educational 
support to minority 
and low-income stu-
dents. Before coming 
to UNCF, Dr. Lomax 
was president of UNCF 
member- inst i tut ion 
Dillard University in 
New Orleans, and a literature professor at UNCF member-
institutions Morehouse and Spelman Colleges. He also 
served as chairman of the Fulton County Commission in 
Atlanta, the first African American elected to that post.

Throughout his career, Dr. Lomax has worked to pro-
vide educational opportunities for under-represented 
Americans. As president and CEO of UNCF, he oversees 
UNCF’s 400 scholarship programs, including the UNCF 
Gates Millennium Scholars Program, a twenty-year, $1.6 
billion program whose 14,000 low-income minority re-

The College Trust Fund’s 
Annual Martin Luther 
King Banquet Features 
Dr. Michael L. Lomax

Dr. Michael L. Lomax, Ph.D. 
Martin Luther King Banquet 
Speaker. Photo: Timothy Green-
field-Sanders

See College Page 5 A

From left are Margaret Irvine, Ana Brown and Judy Barnes, 
three of the Taxpaper Assistance Center workers offering 
tax help

See IRS Page 4 A
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1 EPA estimates for FWD models. 2 EPA estimated MPG highway (2WD): CR-V, 28; RAV4, 28; Escape Hybrid, 
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Introducing the Chevrolet Equinox. The crossover that offers an 

amazing 32 MPG highway and up to 600 highway miles on a single tank 

of gas.1 That’s better than Honda CR-V, Toyota RAV4 and even Ford Escape 

Hybrid.2 Equinox was even named a Consumers Digest “Best Buy” two years 

in a row. Everyone deserves a crossover that saves money at the pump.  

Starting at $23,490.3 Find out more at chevy.com.

In case you forget, 
the gas cap is on the right.
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Game-Day Express to Operate Today, December 9
NASHVILLE – The Regional Transportation Authority’s (RTA) Game-Day Express 

service is available for NFL fans needing transportation to Thursday’s game at LP Field.  
The RTA runs one Music City Star train on game days.  Cost is $15 for an advance 

single-game ticket or $20 for a game-day purchase on the train.  Parking is free at all of 
the outlying stations.  Please note that regular weekday Music City 
Star tickets are not valid on the Game-Day Express train.

For Thursday’s game, the Music City Star will operate the schedule 
listed below:

• Depart from Lebanon Station   3:55 p.m.
• Depart from Martha Station   4:06 p.m.
• Depart from Mt. Juliet Station  4:15 p.m.
• Depart from Hermitage Station  4:22 p.m.
• Depart from Donelson Station  4:35 p.m.
• Arrive at Riverfront Station   4:50 p.m. 
The return train to Lebanon leaves Riverfront Station 45 minutes 

after the game. 
Passengers may tailgate at the outlying train stations prior to the game and also may 

tailgate on the train.  In addition, they may bring small coolers onboard and leave them on 
the train upon arrival at Riverfront Station.

Game-Day Express tickets are available at the following locations:
• Online at musiccitystar.org (credit card only)
• At the Donelson Hermitage Chamber of Commerce, Lebanon 

City Hall, Lebanon Chamber of Commerce, Mt. Juliet City Hall, Mu-
sic City Central and Riverfront Station

• By phone at (615) 862-5950 (MasterCard and Visa accepted)
• By mail to the RTA office, 130 Nestor St., Nashville, Tenn.  
• Game day on the train (cash only)
A handling fee of $2.50 ($5 for certified mail) will be applied to all 

mail, phone and online orders. 
More information about Game-Day Express service as well as an 

electronic version of the new Game-Day 
Express brochure is available online at 
musiccitystar.org.  For additional infor-
mation, contact Customer Care at (615) 
862-5950 weekdays from 6:30 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m., Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sundays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Nashville, TN -- The Sixth Circuit Court 
of Appeals has rejected TennCare’s long ef-
fort to get out of its promise made in 1998 to 
improve health care for the 700,000 Tennessee 
children who are enrolled in TennCare. The 
federal court refused to set aside a 1998 court 
agreement in which the state promised to bring 
TennCare up to minimum federal quality stan-
dards for children. The case now goes back to 
the lower court to enforce the agreement, and 
to hear further state arguments that limited 
parts of the agreement should be modified. 

“This decision should be a wake-up call for 
state officials who had hoped TennCare would 
get a pass on meeting its moral and legal ob-
ligations to our children,” said Michele John-
son, of the Tennessee Justice Center, a public 
interest law firm in Nashville. Johnson is the 
lead attorney representing the children in the 
case. 

She said, “The state has spent millions of 
dollars in legal fees paid to lawyers in Wash-
ington, D.C. while battling to avoid its com-
mitments to our children. It is our hope -- now 
that it is clear that the consent decree and the 
federal courts are not going away -- that state 
officials will focus their priorities on improv-
ing care for children. It is tragic that money 
that should have been spent taking care of chil-
dren was wasted on this failed legal effort.” 

According to public health data, Tennessee 
ranks near the bottom nationally in infant mor-
tality rates and in status of children’s health. 
The low income mothers and children enrolled 
in TennCare are most at risk.

Johnson noted that courts found in 2001 
that TennCare had not met any of the major 
federal requirements, and that children across 
the state were suffering as a result. In 2007, 
a panel of independent monitors said the state 
was still unable to show meaningful improve-
ment. The federal court asked the state in 
2006 for its plan to comply with the federal 
standards, but officials instead demanded that 
the case be set aside. That demand was finally 
rejected in the Court of Appeals’ ruling this 
week.

Johnson explained, “TennCare pays its 
HMO contractors each month in advance, 
whether they meet the standards or not. This 
lawsuit is not about asking the state to spend 
more money. It’s about requiring TennCare to 
demand value for the taxpayer dollars already 
spent.”

The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals criti-
cized the lack of progress in addressing an Au-
gust 2004 request on behalf of TennCare chil-
dren for further court relief and ordered that 
the case be reassigned to a new judge. 

Johnson praised the diligence and dedica-
tion of the lower court judges who have pre-
sided over the case and blamed the lack of 
progress on what she called a “scorched earth” 
legal strategy by the state’s out-of-state coun-
sel. In a 2007 ruling, a Sixth Circuit judge 
stated: 

It is clear that the district court’s focus has 
been to assist the parties in forging a solution 
that would ensure that Tennessee’s children 
receive the benefits owed to them under the 
Consent Decree and federal law. Defendants’ 
continual noncompliance and acrimonious liti-
gation practice has unfortunately steered this 
case away from such goal, with the costs borne 
by the judicial system and the citizens of Ten-
nessee.

In this week’s ruling, the Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals said that the Washington 
lawyers hired by the state “… have pursued a 
strategy of contention that contributes substan-
tially to the complexity of this litigation and 
creates challenges for the court.” 

Johnson stated, “It is time for state lead-
ers to get serious about TennCare failings that 
every day hurt children who have serious dis-
abilities or who suffer from cancer, asthma or 
mental illness. When you talk about children’s 
health, you are not just talking about their 
wellbeing right now, but about Tennessee’s 
future for years to come. Failing to meet the 
needs of children now will only cost us more 
as they grow up.”

TJC Calls on State to 
Honor Its Promise to 
Children after Court 

Ruling in TennCare Case

MORE THE MERRIER SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/912/13/10. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE AND 
OTHER SALE PRICES NOW THROUGH 1/8/11, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 
For store locations & hours, log on to macys.com

Follow us on twitter

FIND MACY’S EVERYWHERE! 

Become our fan on facebook Download our free iPhone App from iTunes

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING 
EVERY DAY

on any $99 purchase now through 12/20. 
Visit macys.com today. Use promo code: GIFTS. Exclusions apply.

MORE THE MERRIER SALE
3O%-85% off storewide, plus take an 

extra 2O% off†

when you use your Macy’s Card or savings pass.
†Exclusions apply; see pass.

VALID 12/9-12/15/10. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. CANNOT 
BE USED ON SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS

Excludes: specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, 
floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/
fragrances, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous 
purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special 
purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with 
any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, 
except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are 
allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on 
receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings 
allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and 
may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards 
or applied as payment or credit to your account. EXTRA 
SAVINGS $ APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. Purchase must be 
$50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 
OR MORE 

ALL SALE & 
CLEARANCE APPAREL 
& SELECT 
HOME ITEMS

$15 OFF

HOLIDAY DOLLARS
WOW! PASS

VALID 12/9-12/15/10. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. CANNOT BE 
USED ON SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS

Excludes: specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, 
floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/
fragrances, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous 
purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special 
purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with 
any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, 
except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are 
allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on 
receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings 
allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and 
may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards 
or applied as payment or credit to your account. EXTRA 
SAVINGS $ APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. Purchase must be 
$50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

VALID 12/9-12/15/10. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. CANNOT 
BE USED ON SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS

Excludes: specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, 
floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/
fragrances, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous 
purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special 
purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with 
any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, 
except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are 
allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on 
receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings 
allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and 
may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards 
or applied as payment or credit to your account. EXTRA 
SAVINGS $ APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. Purchase must be 
$200 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

VALID 12/9-12/15/10. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. CANNOT 
BE USED ON SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS

Excludes: specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, 
floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/
fragrances, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous 
purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special 
purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with 
any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, 
except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are 
allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on 
receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings 
allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and 
may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards 
or applied as payment or credit to your account. EXTRA 
SAVINGS $ APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. Purchase must be 
$100 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 
OR MORE 

ALL SALE & 
CLEARANCE APPAREL 
& SELECT 
HOME ITEMS

$15 OFF

HOLIDAY DOLLARS
WOW! PASS

YOUR PURCHASE OF $100 
OR MORE 
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CLEARANCE APPAREL 
& SELECT 
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$25 OFF

HOLIDAY DOLLARS
WOW! PASS

YOUR PURCHASE OF $200 
OR MORE 

ALL SALE & 
CLEARANCE APPAREL 
& SELECT 
HOME ITEMS

$5O OFF

HOLIDAY DOLLARS
WOW! PASS

EXTRA 15% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE 
FINE & FASHION JEWELRY, WATCHES, SHOES, COATS, 
SUITS, DRESSES, INTIMATES; MEN’S SUIT SEPARATES & 

SPORTCOATS AND SELECT HOME ITEMS

WOW! PASS
EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL 

SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL 
(EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

VALID 12/9-12/13/2010

Excludes: specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, 
cosmetics/fragrances, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, special orders, 

selected licensed depts., special purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with 
any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. 

EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES

EXTRA 2O% OFF
SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM, HER & KIDS $IOO

†
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WE’RE GIVING YOU OVER

in holiday dollars to make 
your shopping easier!
You’ll even save on top of sale prices 
throughout the store!

It’s the perfect time to get all your holiday 
shopping done at Macy’s!

EXTRA SHOPPING HOURS! 
THURS, DEC. 9: 9AM-11PM; FRI, DEC. 10: 8AM-11PM & SAT, DEC. 11: 7AM-11PM

HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION
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DID YOU SEE THE NOVEMBER UNEM-
PLOYMENT NUMBERS?

“Are These Great Days Or What?”

B U S I N E S S  E X C H A N G E

Are you concerned in any way that the eco-
nomic plight of Blacks in America remains such 
a low priority for the Barack Obama administra-
tion?  The numbers tell a story that needs to be 
heard.  According to U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, in November 2010 the number of unem-
ployed African American increased to 2.8 million.  
Be it a Black American President, or White, Black 
Americans are always languish in employment.  
November’s numbers show the nation’s unem-
ployment rate having climbed to a seven-month 
high - 9.8 percent.  Fifteen million Americans are 
currently out of work: 7.3% of them are Asians, 
8.7% are Whites, 12.4% are Hispanic and 16.1% 
are African Americans.

Black Americans have been out-of-work so long they willingly accept the Obama 
Administration’s benign neglect.  Blacks support Obama 90 percent, yet their employ-
ment opportunities have suffered the worse of all.  When Obama took office in January 
2009, Black employment stood at 12.6 percent.  By December 2009, African Ameri-
can unemployment had increased to 16.2 percent and to the highest rate since July of 
1984.  The nation’s jobless rate has now topped 9 percent for 19 straight months.  The 
lack of activity and job production is causing the majority of Americans great angst, 
but there’s few complaints among African Americans about Obama sad performance.

A recent Associated Press poll showed 61 percent of people believe the economy 
has “stayed the same” or “gotten worse” under Obama and are “frustrated with the 
slow rate of progress”.  Less than half of Americans approve of Obama’s handling of 
the economy. Republican National Committee (RNC) Chairman Michael Steele says 
that “President Obama’s agenda of out-of-control spending, higher taxes, and big-
ger government has the economy moving in the wrong direction”.   Obama says that 
recovery is coming slowly but surely. “A lot of it is like recovering from an illness. 
You get a little bit stronger each day”.   Obama asserts that we are moving in the right 
direction.  The economy is getting stronger”.

When will Blacks cease being political partisans and call Obama out and tell him 
that “the economy is not going in the right direction for us?  Look at these numbers: 
according to U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Black unemployment under George W. 
Bush was lower than it has been at any time during Obama’s presidency.  Those actu-
ally interested in improving economic conditions for Black Americans will have to 
sever political alliances unproductive to us.

Since slavery, “unemployment” has been a major part of the African-American 
experience.  The numbers show Obama’s administration disturbingly silent on this 
important economic issue.  When will Blacks pose questions regarding Obama’s per-
sonal competency on these issues and ask “why” that key Obama economic advisors 
are unable or unwilling to process and empathize with the depths of Black economic 
misery in America?  Most of Obama’s people don’t relate to economic inequality and 
seem to have little or no desire to make this a priority issue.

Unemployment is when a person is willing and available to work but is lacking 
work. The unemployment rate is defined by the percentage of people in the labor 
force who are currently unemployed.   According to history and national statistics, 
the unemployment rate among Blacks is traditionally twice higher to that of whites.  
Throughout history, African Americans have been discriminated against in workplaces 
and in cases when they are able to gain employment it is normally at lower pay rates.

The numbers say Blacks are being played by Obama and the Democratic Party.  
If Blacks keep voting in mass for Obama, maybe in his second term, he will lend 
presidential powers toward confronting economic inequalities in America. But in re-
ality, how long will it take for Black Americans to demand the creation of White 
House initiatives which provide much-needed national conversations and actions on 
race?  There needs to be economic policies targeted to deal with chronic unemploy-
ment among Black teens and the nation’s African American communities.  Chronic 
Black unemployment cannot be ignored because it undermines community safety and 
deteriorates African American families.

(William Reed is available for speaking/seminar projects via BaileyGroup.org)

William Reed

PERSONAL COMMENTARIES

JUSTICE FOR BLACK 
FARMERS

A Weekly Column by Judge Greg Mathis

After decades of struggle, it 
appears that Black and Native 
American farmers will finally re-
ceive compensation – in the form 
of nearly $4.6 billion - from the 

federal government for injustices carried out against them. 
In 1997, 400 black farmers joined in a class action lawsuit against the United States 

Department of Agriculture, alleging they were unfairly denied governmental loans and 
other support. The farmers ultimately won their lawsuit but over $1 billion of that settle-
ment was never paid out. $1.2 billion of the $4.6 approved by Congress will finish paying 
off that debt.

Native American farmers have waited just as long for financial justice. In 1996, a 
group of Native American farmers sued both the U.S. Department of the Interior and 
the Department of the Treasury. In their suit, they alleged the government cheated ap-
proximately 300,000 Native Americans out of e royalties owed to them from leases on 
tribal land, used to harvest oil and other resources, dating back to 1887. The settlement 
approved by Congress provides $3.4 billion to the farmers: $1.4 billion will go directly to 
them, the government will use $2 billion to repurchase Indian land and another $60 mil-
lion will be used to fund scholarships for Native American students.

Though there were dissenters, the settlement received support from both Democrats 
and Republicans…and rightly so. This country has a long and storied history of social and 
economic discrimination – against both African Americans and Native Americans. No 
amount of money can begin to repay the psychological debts caused by social injustices. 
But this settlement will help repair the financial damage that economic injustice causes.

Like most things, this fight for justice took some time to win. Let’s hope – as President 
Obama does – that the settlement will be used as a basis to resolve similar suits.

Dear Editor:
 
Are we living in a 21st Century “one-drop” rule?  Many decades ago in America, there 

was a rule that stated, if you have one drop of “negro”  blood, you’re “negro”.
Today both black and white America seems to have acquiesced to the notion that if one 

parent is black, it doesn’t matter what the race is ofthe other parent, you’re black.
Our President is called black by mainstream America. Do you think that’s a courtesy 

call? I’vealways had trouble with the context of this label. I have without reservation, 
smelled a flavor of the old “one-drop” rule!

I consider our great President to be Afro-American because I’m acknowledging his 
African father and his white American mother. It’s all about context!

When white America refers to the President as afro-American, in most cases, he’s seen 
as black.

If the president was just an ordinary citizen walking down the street and I came upon 
him of course I would think he’s black, but America you know his mother is white and 
yet he’s still black.

Yes, black America wants our President to be black because it’s an emotional attempt 
to claim him as representing our race!

If the President’s parents were Indian and Chinese, do you think main stream America 
would choose the race of one of those parents over the race of the other parent as the 
President’s race? No!

To add a little humor, isn’t it amazing that America can get it right with plants, but 
can’t get it right with human beings! When you cross a tangerine with a grapefruit, you 
don’t get a tangerine or a grapefruit, you get a tangelo! So how can you cross a white 
person with a black person and get a black person?

Historically, the black race was considered inferior. How can an inferior stock become 
so dominant, when paired with a different race?

I ask this question to a world renowned professor of psychiatry at Howard Medical 
School. He said, “For the majority of Americans, both black and white, the one drop rule 
still holds which is racist and defines so-called black blood as a dominant taint!”

I’ve attempted to get the national media to address this issue without success. Why? 
Because it’s indefensible and it’s too embarrassing to admit!

Irvin W. Howell, MS. MD. - Author
20619 Kenwood Avenue
Torrance, CA 90502
Tel: 213-407-7060

Santa Restructures
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Why it pays to invest in advertising and promotion

I have fond memories as a young advertising account executive attending a Martha 
White flour sales meeting. Martha White executive Cohen Williams, whom I addressed as 
“Mr. Williams,” expressed his philosophy for a successful year by saying, “Early to bed, 
early to rise, work like hell and advertise.”

Some of the world’s most sophisticated stock market analysts have confirmed Mr. Wil-
liams’ homespun philosophy, at least the advertising part. Deutsche Bank has decided that 
consistent advertising and promotion spending is a key predictor of corporate profitability 
over the long term, according to a recent Research Insights published by the American 
Association of Advertising Agencies.

Deutsche Bank analyzed the advertising investment, sales and financial performance 
of 30 firms selling consumer staples over a 15-year period. They concluded:

Brands are the lifeblood of consumer packaged-goods companies, and advertising and 
promotion build and protect the value of consumer brands.

Companies that increase their marketing spending relative to sales have 30 percent 
faster growth and increase profits 50 percent faster than companies that do not.

Companies that cut marketing spending in tight times may enjoy an immediate fi-
nancial gain, but they will need to spend so much more to regain ground later that it is 
ultimately a losing proposition.

Firms that increased advertising and promotion spending over the last nine years have 
a sales base 25 percent higher than their peers. The research cited numerous examples 
of advertising investments that resulted in jumps in sales and increases in market share.

Winners stand out
Consider these sales gains: Audi’s sales have grown 25 percent so far this year after 

a 15 percent advertising boost; Healthy Choice increased ad spending by 9 percent, and 
sales grew the same amount; General Mills increased advertising by 18 percent in 2009 
and got an 11 percent growth in sales.

New York Life increased its market share from 3.6 percent to 5.4 percent after a 24 
percent increase in ad budgets.

At Wal-Mart Stores Inc., Chief Marketing Officer Stephen Quinn offered a good ex-
planation for his company’s 14.2 percent advertising increase even in the teeth of 2009’s 
miserable economy.

“Wal-Mart is a pretty tight ship when it comes to costs, and there is no way anybody 
would have approved the spending if they hadn’t felt it was going to pay out,” he ob-
served.

While not many brands have the marketing budgets of the major consumer packaged-
goods companies studied, here’s a smaller example: D’Agostino, a family-owned New 
York grocery chain, increased its media budget from $9,000 in 2007 to $168,000 in 2009 
and garnered impressive results.

“Saving yourself to prosperity” is a fallacy. It always has been, and it always will be.
Thanks, Mr. Williams, for making the case for investing in advertising.
David Bohan

Delinquent Taxpayer Interviewed - shocked and relieved at services and attitudes of 
IRS agents

One very delinquent taxpayer interviewed for this article, found the level of assistance 
available at the Kefauver tax office “more helpful than a car salesman, and as patient as 
a helpful relative.” This particular person had not filed in a number of years due to loss 
of records, anxiety about late filing, and plain old avoidance behavior. This particular tax 
payer had not filed in over 5 years, and found that the IRS could supply him with records 
of all amounts paid him by prior employers, and other business payments, which he could 
then use to get his taxes current.

He also found that the employees at the local office were willing, able and glad  to help 
him get  these records, and work with him in explaining how to fill them out. As he made 
less than  $49,000.00 a year, he found he was also qualified to get special assistance in fil-
ing out the forms and filing for future years, and that the workers locally at 801 Broadway 
gave great assistance in completing overdue forms.

Dan Boone noted that the goal of the IRS is to “help people get current and in position 
to take advantage of a number of tax credits, tax incentives, and just the peace of mind 
of knowing that one’s finances are current with the government.”  The goal is not to bur-
den the taxpayer un-necessarily but to make filing, collecting refunds, or paying overdue 
amounts as smooth and easy as possible, said Boone.

Personnel at Local Office
Many of the front line employees at the Nashville office have been working here for 

twenty years or more, and have a business-like, not-judgmental attitude toward the tax-
payer, many of whom have been struggling because of the bad economic conditions. Ac-
companying this article is a photo of three of the workers there. The office opens early at 
8:30 AM and is busy until close at  4:30 PM.

From IRS Page 1 A
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NNPA - As the nation’s healthcare system braces for an influx of newly 
insured patients, a new study published in the June 15 issue of Annals of 
Internal Medicine examines the record of the nation’s medical schools in 
graduating physicians to meet this new public need. The study, the first to 
score all U.S. medical schools based on their ability to meet a social mis-
sion, reveals glaring differences among institutions with regard to their 
production of physicians who practice primary care, work in underserved 
areas, and are minorities.

The George Washington University study of 141 U.S. medical schools 
found that historically Black medical schools had the highest social mis-
sion rankings. In a Top 20 list of medical schools with the highest so-
cial mission rankings, Morehouse College, Meharry Medical College and 
Howard University ranking first, second and third respectively. Many of 
the institutions generally considered to be the most prestigious medical schools did not even 
make the Top 20 list.

In fact, many of the nation’s most prestigious medical schools - including Duke University, 
Stanford University, Johns Hopkins University, Boston University and Columbia University - 
finished in the Bottom 20.

The study also found that:
• Medical schools in the Northeast generally performed poorly on all three measures and, as 

such, had the lowest regional social mission scores.
• Public medical schools graduated higher proportions of primary-care physicians than their 

private counterparts.
• Schools with substantial National Institutes of Health research funding generally produced 

fewer primary-care physicians and physicians practicing in underserved areas, and thus had lower 
social mission scores overall.

• Several large research institutions (notably the University of Minnesota and University of 
Washington) defied this trend, ranking in the top quartile for overall social mission score.

• Osteopathic schools produced more primary-care physicians than allopathic schools but 
trained fewer minorities.

• Schools in progressively smaller cities produced more primary-care physicians and physi-
cians who practiced in underserved communities but graduated fewer minorities.

With medical schools expanding for the first time in over 30 years, the findings bring attention 
to the role that medical schools play in determining the makeup of the U.S. physician workforce. 
“Where doctors choose to work, and what specialty they select, are heavily influenced by medi-

cal school,” lead au-
thor Fitzhugh Mul-
lan, MD, a professor 
of health policy at 
George Washington 
University, said. “By 
recruiting minority 

students and prioritizing the training of primary-care physicians and pro-
moting practice in underserved areas, medical schools will help deliver 
the health care that Americans desperately need,” he says. The study was 
funded with a grant from the Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation.

To determine the true outcomes of medical education rather than the 
intermediate preferences of medical students and residents, Mullan and 
his team studied physicians in practice after the completion of all train-
ing and national obligations (such as military service or National Health 
Service Corps placements). The researchers examined data from medi-
cal school graduates from 1999 to 2001, which provided a very different 
picture than previous studies. Previous analyses, such as the popular U.S. 
News & World Report rankings, have relied on the initial residency selec-
tion or reported specialty preference of students. The George Washington 

University study pinpoints where graduates are and what type of medicine they actually practice. 
The study provides a real-time and real-place report on the actual career selections of medical 
school graduates and the health care they currently provide.

The Top 20 schools with the highest social mission scores are: Morehouse College; Meharry 
Medical College; Howard University; Wright State University Boonshoft  School of Medicine; 
University of Kansas; Michigan State University; East Carolina University Brody School of Med-
icine; University of South Alabama, Ponce Medical College; University of Iowa Carver College 
of Medicine; Oregon Health & Sciences University; East Tennessee State Univ. Quillen College 
of Medicine; University of Mississippi; University of Kentucky; Southern Illinois University; 
Marshall University; Joan C. Edwards University; University of Massachusetts Medical School 
Worcester; University of Illinois; University of New Mexico; and University of Wisconsin.

The 20 schools with the lowest social mission scores are: Johns Hopkins University; Stanford 
University; Duke University; Texas A&M University; Columbia University; Albany Medical Col-
lege, Columbia University; Medical College of Wisconsin; University of Pennsylvania; Loyola 
University Stritch School of Medicine; Boston University; Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
of Yeshiva University; Stony Brook University; Thomas Jefferson University; Uniformed Ser-
vices University of the Health Sciences; University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey; New 
York University; University of California Irvine; Northwestern University Feinberg School of 
Medicine; University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center; and Vanderbilt University.

The authors of the study noted that these findings are important in the context of U.S. health 
care today.

“The social mission of medicine and medical education should be important to everyone. It 
isn’t just about rural areas or just about poor people, it’s about the entire fabric of how we deliver 
care,” says Mullan. “As patients are insured through health reform, the first place they will go is 
the primary care office. Medical schools need to be mindful of the nation’s requirements for pri-
mary care, for doctors prepared to work in underserved communities, and for minority physicians 
to help meet the growing and changing needs of the country.”

Staff Reports
Special to the The Tennessee Tribune from the Louisiana Weekly
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Black Medical Schools Outperforming Their White Counterparts, Study Finds
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Meharry Medical College

cipients have a 90 percent college graduation rate. He also launched the 
UNCF Institute for Capacity Building, which helps UNCF’s 39 member 
historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) become stronger, 
more effective and more self-sustaining in such critical areas as fundrais-
ing and building strong academic programs that prepare their students for 
careers in the global economy.

A leading advocate for the importance of cradle-through-college edu-
cation for all Americans, Lomax is co-chair of the Education Equality 
Project, a member of the Aspen Institute’s Commission on No Child Left 
Behind, and a member of the governing boards of Teach For America, the 
KIPP Foundation, and the National Alliance of Public Charter Schools. 
He is also a frequent contributor to the National Journal’s Education Ex-
perts blog and author of the “MorehouseMan” blog at Essence.com. Lo-
max also serves on the board of the Smithsonian Institution’s Museum of 
African American History and Culture and the Studio Museum of Harlem. 
He founded the National Black Arts Festival.

Rev. Marcel Kellar, Chairman of the Board of Directors stated that 
the College Trust Board of Directors has raised thousands of dollars for 
scholarhips for students from Fisk, TSU, ABT and Meharry Medical Col-
lege primarily from Churches and orgainizations in the Nashville Com-
munity. Rev. Kellar has appealed to every civic and social organization 
in Nashvillle to support this cause by sponsoring a table. Graduates from 
the 4 institutions are urged to attend and support their scholarship win-
ners. Tables maybe purchased at the College Trust Fund Office, Suite A, 
Tennessee Tribune Bldg., 1501 Jefferson Street. Invitations are $75.00 or 
$750 a table.

The banquet will be held at the Millennium Maxwell House Hotel 
2025 Rosa L. Parks Boulevard The Grand Ballroom Time: Reception 6:30 
PM Dinner Program 7:00 PM DATE: 14 January 2011 ATTIRE: Business
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Accreditation Rulings for FISK and TSU

By Reginald Stuart

Fisk and Tennessee State universities were this week placed 
on “warning” status by the principal regional higher education 
rating agency, after it found both schools had failed to meet sev-
eral areas of established criteria used to judge a school’s abilities 
to carry out its mission. 

The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commis-
sion on Colleges (SACSCOC), the Atlanta-based higher educa-

tion accrediting agency, issued the tough news to both schools 
at the conclusion this week in Louisville of it four-day annual 
meeting. Ten other HBCU seeking “reaffirmation” of their ac-
creditation got the organization’s stamp of approval, an endorse-
ment that last for 10 years.

SACSCOC has more than 80 specific criteria schools must 
meet to win its prized endorsement which the federal govern-
ment looks to in determining what schools can participate in a 

variety of federally funded programs, including student aid. Pri-
vate donors also look to such regional rating agencies for guid-
ance on whom they will provide funds.

While the tedious  SACSCOC reaccreditation process is 
based on 10 year cycles of measurement and reporting that oft 
times become outdated by “reaffirmation” time, as in the case of 
Fisk, they are still relied on more heavily by funding agencies 
than such popular ratings as the U.S. News and World Report 
annual survey and similar polls.

This week’s ruling by SACSCOC maintains the full accredi-
tation of both schools, although the “warning” status makes 

See Accredidtations Page 11 A
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W H A T  D O  Y O U  T H I N K ?

The Dark Side of the Web

By Margaret Wente

Julian Assange has all the makings of a 21st-century folk hero. He has single-handedly humili-
ated a great power by exposing its dark secrets and hypocrisies. He steals secrets from the rich and 
powerful and gives them away to benefit the rest of us. Lots of people want to take him out. But 
he’s not cowed. Every day or two, he grants another interview from cyberspace. Now, he warns 
that he can unleash a devastating information bomb any time he wants.

There’s just one problem with this heroic picture. Julian Assange has made the world a far 
more dangerous place.

“I am a former British diplomat,” wrote one person in an online Q&A session with Mr. As-
sange the other day. “In the course of my former duties I helped to co-ordinate multilateral action 
against a brutal regime in the Balkans, impose sanctions on a renegade state threatening ethnic 
cleansing, and negotiate a debt relief program for an impoverished nation. None of this would 
have been possible without the security and secrecy of diplomatic correspondence … Diplomacy 
cannot operate without discretion and the protection of sources.

“In publishing this massive volume of correspondence, WikiLeaks is not highlighting specific 
cases of wrongdoing but undermining the entire process of diplomacy. … My question to you is: 
why should we not hold you personally responsible when next an international crisis goes unre-
solved because diplomats cannot function?”

For once, Mr. Assange had no answer.
No wonder lots of people think Mr. Assange should be taken out. Alas, it wouldn’t make a dif-

ference if he were. The digital genie is out of the bottle. Any ultra-smart young hacker can steal 
top-secret information – and anyone can publish it. Not all of them are as discriminating as the 
editors of The New York Times, who only spill the secrets they deem to be of public interest. The 
information gatekeepers are gone. This is a liberating thing, we’ve been told. It’s also a terrifying 
thing.

Some of the secrets that WikiLeaks has spilled deserved to be revealed. But the bigger story 
here is the new ability of thousands of unaccountable, independent actors to expose state (and 
corporate) secrets on a vast scale. This development is the digital equivalent of the IED. Their 
data bombs are cheap, plentiful and indiscriminately deadly.

Even Larry Sanger, a Wikipedia co-founder, believes Julian Assange is an enemy of the peo-
ple. In a tweet to WikiLeaks last week, he said, “What you’ve been doing to us is breathtakingly 
irresponsible & can’t be excused with pieties of free speech and openness.” He blasted the idea 
that WikiLeaks is a positive force for openness and transparency, pointing out that a great deal 
of democratic government – especially matters dealing with privacy, public safety and defence 
– is necessarily conducted behind closed doors. Anyone who thinks this shouldn’t be the case is 
dangerously naive.

Ironically, Mr. Assange doesn’t really want to encourage free speech and openness. Just the 
opposite. His real aim, as he freely explains, is to paralyze the U.S. government, which he calls 
an “authoritarian conspiracy,” by forcing the authorities to restrict the flow of information so 
severely that they themselves are rendered powerless. “It is not our goal to achieve a more trans-
parent society; it’s our goal to achieve a more just society,” he says. “An authoritarian conspiracy 
that cannot think efficiently cannot act to preserve itself.”

So much for Julian Assange, folk hero. More like an information terrorist, with a sack of IEDs.

THE DEMISE OF TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY
 
Dr. James A. Hefner left Tennessee State University with a healthy endowment ($12.7 mil-

lion in 2005 from $595,000 in 1991, and millions more added after 2005, the result of the Con-
sent Decree which was resolved under his watch in 2001); for the year ended June 30, 2004, the 
comptroller’s office found “no instances of non-compliance required to be reported, no material 
weaknesses, unqualified financial statement opinion and zero findings”( the first zero findings 
for Tennessee State since 1912); three endowed chairs, including the $1.2 million Thomas and 
Patricia Frist Chair of Excellence in Entrepreneurship that Dr. Hefner established in 1992; ro-
bust Alumni Giving and Foundation Dinner scholarships; listed in U.S.News & World Report’s 
Guide to America’s Best Colleges” for eleven of the 14 years he served as president; established 
Ph.D programs in Psychology, Biology, Engineering; and Public Administration; dramatic in-
crease in enrollment and enrollment of outstanding students; inaugurated a chapter of Phi Kappa 
Phi in 1994, and established a chapter of Phi Eta Sigma in 2004; led the Tennessee Board of 
Regents institutions in research productivity, surpassing the $41 million mark in 2003, up from 
about $7 million in 1991; OVC championships in football, basketball and track; and he oversaw 
the construction of eight new buildings and the renovation of practically every building on the 
main and downtown campuses. All of this is documented in the 2004-2005 President’s Report 
prepared by the Tennessee State Office of Public Relations.

The Tribune believes the immediate consequence of the probation, although Tennessee State 
has a year to clean up its situation, is that enrollment will be negatively affected as well as image 
and good will. Dr. Hefner left a fine institution that has since experienced declines in enrollment, 
research productivity, fund raising, and friend raising. Why?

What is the former president doing now - raising the academic standards of another southern 
University.

Y O U  D E C I D E

Blacks and the Chicago Mayor’s Race
Rahm Emanuel Versus The “Willie Lynch” Syndrome

Not since Eugene Sawyer succeeded the late Harold Washing-
ton has there been an African American Mayor of Chicago.  The 
announcement by Mayor Richard M. Daly that he will not seek re-
election after two decades in office would seem to open the doors 
for a well-positioned Black candidate to recapture the keys to City 
Hall. Though Rahm Emanuel, former Chief-of -Staff for President 
Obama, is seen as the front-runner, it would appear that an African 
American led progressive coalition, like the one which was forged 
to elect Harold Washington could be successful.

The problem is that since the untimely death of Harold Wash-
ington, Chicago’s first African American Mayor, the Black commu-
nity has been plagued by the “Willie Lynch “Syndrome, a disease 
characterized by distrust, disunity, egoism and personal ambition 
internal to the Black community [legend has it that Willie Lynch was an Englishman brought in 
by colonial slave masters in Virginia to instruct them on how to control enslaved Africans]. The 
election of Harold Washington represented one of the finest hours in the history of Black politics in 
America, largely because a process was devised to inoculate the community from the Willie Lynch 
Syndrome.  A broad-based coalition of grassroots  organizations, churches, civic groups, business 
and  professional organizations and leaders came together to urge a reluctant Harold Washington 
to be the “people’s” candidate for Mayor. This meant challenging the vaulted political machine as-
sembled by the “Boss,” Richard J. Daley -- which included a subservient sub-machine with Black 
“under bosses” in the Black community.  For decades any serious challenge to the Daly machine 
was thwarted by, you guessed it, Willie Lynch Syndrome - internal disunity, divide and conquer 
tactics and co-optation strategies employed by “Boss Man” Daley. 

But, 1983 was different.  Blacks from all strata and stations of life overcame their differences 
to focus on a common goal, finally defeating Boss Man’s machine.  To achieve that goal, at Harold 
Washington’s request, Blacks registered more than 100,000 new voters and raised a ton of money. 
Moreover, community organizers reached out to the Latino community and liberal/progressive 
Whites to build what they hoped would be a winning coalition.  It worked. In one of the most 
amazing campaigns in the latter half of the 20th century, Harold Washington won the Democratic 
Primary and the general election to become Chicago’s first African American Mayor.  

Harold Washington emerged as one of the most revered elected officials in the history of Af-
ricans in America.  Unfortunately, after his re-election, he suffered a fatal heart attack - a tragedy 
which opened the door for Willie Lynch Syndrome to resurface in the politics of the Chicago 
Black community. For all of his skill and talent as a political leader, Harold Washington failed 
to transform the coalition responsible for his remarkable election campaigns into a permanent 
organization which could deal with issues like succession. His sudden death created a void that 
opportunistic and ambitious politicians were eager to fill irrespective of the needs and wishes of 
the community. The Harold Washington Coalition agreed to support Alderman Timothy Evans to 
serve out the deceased Mayor’s term.  However, over the strenuous objections of the coalition, 
old line, conservative machine Democrats persuaded Eugene Sawyer, another African American 
Alderman, to oppose Evans. With the support of the old guard, Sawyer prevailed and in so doing 
undermined the coalition and the process which had produced an historic success with the election 
of Harold Washington.

With the death of Harold Washington and the demise of the progressive coalition, it was back 
to politics as usual in Chicago. Richard M. Daly, son of the original Boss Man, was able to repair 
and resurrect the old machine, and seize the keys to City Hall. With the Willie Lynch Syndrome 
alive and well in Chicago, Richard M. Daly would comfortably serve as Mayor for the next two 
decades.   

As the scramble to succeed him unfolds in a city that is majority Black and Brown, any pos-
sibility of an African American Mayor recapturing City Hall has been rendered improbable by 
Willie Lynch Syndrome.  There are twenty candidates in a crowded field including Mr. Emanuel. 
While a group of community leaders have embraced veteran Congressman Danny Davis, three 
other prominent African Americans have also declared their candidacies - State Senator James 
Meeks, former U.S. Senator Carol Moseley Braun, outgoing U.S. Senator Roland Burris as well 
as three lesser known African Americans. That’s seven African Americans in a field of twenty.  
Blacks constitute roughly 30% of the electorate with Latinos comprising a slightly higher percent-
age (Latinos have three candidates in the race).  It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to understand 
that under these circumstances, it will be virtually impossible for an African American, or a La-
tino candidate for that matter, to become Mayor. Barring the success of legal challenges, Rahm 
Emanuel is likely to become the next Mayor of a predominantly Black and Brown city -- aided by 
Willie Lynch Syndrome! 

I cite the distressing situation in Chicago because it is symptomatic of a broader problem in 
Black America, the absence of political systems and processes to develop Black agendas which re-
flect the community’s interest and regulate/coordinate the selection of candidates for office based 
on a Black agenda.  The Willie Lynch Syndrome is not only alive and well in the politics of Chi-
cago, it’s rampant in Black communities across the country where individual “negro ambition” 
often outweighs the interest of the community. For example, former Congressman Harold Ford of 
Memphis was replaced by a liberal-progressive White candidate (who is apparently serving the 
community reasonably well) because several Black candidates “popped up” to run for the seat.  
With no mutually agreed upon process for narrowing the field to one or two candidates, the out-
come was predictable. The Black vote was splintered between the various aspiring negroes, and 
the seat was won by a White candidate.  

The same thing almost happened in New York when Congressman Major Owens decided not 
to seek re-election in the district once held by Shirley Chisholm.  Four candidates popped up to 
succeed Congressman Owens in a district which has about 55% Black voters.  Sensing an opening, 
a White city Councilman threw his hat in the ring.  Faced with the danger of losing the seat, promi-
nent Black leaders took to denouncing the White candidate for entering the race rather than focus-
ing on a process to narrow the field to ensure victory for a Black candidate.  Indeed, prominent 
Blacks picked their favorite candidate instead of using their influence to encourage candidates to 
drop out in the interest of salvaging the seat.  Fortunately, in this instance, despite the Willie Lynch 
Syndrome, Councilwoman Yvette Clarke eked out a narrow victory to keep Shirley Chisholm’s 
old seat in Black hands.  However, the victory should not have occurred by happenstance. 

At the historic Gary National Black Political Convention in 1972, there was a major effort to 
instill the importance of devising and institutionalizing political processes and systems within the 
Black community, Including developing Black agendas and selecting or endorsing candidates for 
public office. Creating political accountability structures which evaluate candidates’ performances 
based on a Black agenda was also viewed as an indispensible dimension of political process and 
systems in the Black Community.  Though never adopted on a comprehensive scale, these ideas/
concepts were part of the political dialogue in Black America for a considerable period of time and 
they were implemented in a number of communities across the country.  Today, our community 
suffers from historical amnesia when it comes to these concepts/ideas about political process and 
systems.  As a consequence, Willie Lynch Syndrome is running amok and wreaking havoc on our 
communities. 

It’s time for a concerted national effort to reassert the value of the kind of political processes 
and systems envisioned at the Gary Black Political Convention. This is precisely why the Institute 
of the Black World 21st Century (IBW) proposed the idea of creating the Shirley Chisholm Presi-
dential Accountability Commission at the State of the Black World Conference in New Orleans in 
2008. Composed of leading scholars and activists, the mission of the Commission is to monitor the 
performance of presidential administrations as it relates to issues of vital concern to Black people 
and provide analyses, assessments and report cards to Black America.   Moving forward, through 
IBW’S Damu Smith Leadership Development and Organizer Training Institute, hopefully, a criti-
cal mass of people will receive information and the skills to reintroduce concepts/ideas about 
political processes and systems in Black communities across the nation.  It’s time to eradicate the 
debilitating effects of Willie Lynch Syndrome in the politics of Black America! 

Dr. Ron Daniels is President of the Institute of the Black World 21st Century and Distinguished 
Lecturer at York College City University of New York. His articles and essays also appear on the 
IBW website www.ibw21.org and www.northstarnews.com . To send a message, arrange media 
interviews or speaking engagements, Dr. Daniels can be reached via email at info@ibw21.org.

Dr. Ron Daniels

RON DANIELS: VANTAGE POINT

The Date ‘Which Will Live in Infamy’
Before Sept. 11, 

2001, became a tran-
sitional date in Ameri-
can history, there was 
the “date which will 
live in infamy.” Today 
marks Pearl Harbor 
Day, in remembrance 
of those who lost 
their lives in Japan’s 
surprise attack on the 
U.S. Naval Base at 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

More than 350 
Japanese aircraft, 
launched from several 
carriers positioned 
north of Hawaii, sank 
or damaged 16 ships, 
destroyed 188 U.S. 
aircraft, caught on 
the ground, and killed 
2,402 personnel.

Japan’s strike 
brought the United 
States fully into World 
War II and was a formative event in future national defense policy. As Gordon Mueller, president 
of the National World War II Museum, said in a statement: “You can count on one hand the num-
ber of events that changed everyone’s life – everywhere, forever. Dec. 7, 1941, was certainly one 
such event.”

We pause to honor those who lost their lives, those who survived and the nation that 
persevered and vanquished the Axis powers.

This Dec. 7, 1941, file photo provided by the Dept. of Defense shows 
the USS California, right, after being struck by two battleships and 
two big bombs during a Japanese sneak attack on Pearl Harbor. Dur-
rell Conner, who coded and decoded messages for the Navy, was 
aboard the USS California when it sank in Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941. Conner will return with 17 family members to remember those 
who died in the Japanese attack 69 years ago during the Pearl Har-
bor Anniversary. Associated Press photo



Minister Offers a “Music City Christmas” 
Invitation

A Joyful Noise
You are invited to “A Joy-

ful Noise,” the Bosch Institute’s 
Annual Community Concert.  
See flyer below (In case the 
flyer doesn’t appear, the 
date is Sunday, December 
12 at 4PM at Woodbine 
United Methodist Church, 
2621 Nolensville Pike in So. 
Nashville.  Admission is 
FREE, donations accepted).  
No need to RSVP, just show 
up if you 
can and 
feel free 
to spread 
the word.  
Hope to see 
you in the 
audience! 

T h e 
Gift of 
the Magi

S t r e e t 
T h e a t r e 
C o m p a n y  
presents the 
famous tale 
The Gift of 
the Magi, 
an  O. Hen-
ry classic 
story. His 
stories are 
known for 
their wit, 
wordplay,  
warm char-
a c t e r i z a -
tions and 
clever twist 
e n d i n g s .   
Set in the 
1930s, au-
diences will 
meet Gran 
and Papa 
as they 
r e m e m -
ber tales 
of living 
in the city 
before the 
turn of the 
20th century. So bring the kids and grandparents, too. 
A caroling choir, warm apple cider, and these tales of 
love, sacrifice and mercy are sure to make your season 
bright! FOUR SHOWS ONLY, DECEMBER 10-18 
and FRIDAYS at 7 p.m. and SATURDAYS at 2 p.m.

New Year’s Eve Quest for Father Time
December 31, 2010 at 7:00 pm. Looking for unique 

and fabulous fun this New Year’s Eve? Come join 
Ravenchase Adventures for the Fifth Annual Quest for 
Father Time adventure race and after-party! Get the 
complete details at www.fathertimerace.com Contact: 
(888) 702-9039 or at (615) 509-7055. If there’s a wocket 
in your pocket and a zain in your brain, you may indeed 
have what it takes to win this golden game. Come join 

us for this fantas-
tic holiday event. 
This driving event 
is for beginner and 
advanced levels. 
The Ravenchase 
staff will meet 
teams at the begin-
ning of the race 
with instructions, 
antiqued treasure 
maps, clues, and 

gadgets to use throughout the race. Teams will race to 
solve as many clues as possible and meet at the end lo-
cation where fabulously tacky prizes including the ever 
fabulously wonderful Golden Grinch, will be awarded 
to the top three teams. $20 per player. Contact: (888) 
702-9039 or at (615) 509-7055. http://ravenchase.com/
public_events/index.php

C O V E R  S T O R Y

By Janice Malone 

Gospel singer/song-
writer and recording art-
ist DeWitt Johnson and 
Touching The World 
Ministries, Inc. invites 
everyone to the televi-
sion taping of their Mu-
sic City Christmas. The 
show’s theme is “God 
Gave Us His Very Best.” 
Minister Johnson’s 
weekly television show, 
“Touching The World,” 
airs on Fox 17 (5:30 – 
6:00 a.m.) on Sundays; 
and on News Channel-
Plus on Saturdays from 
(12:30 – 1:00 a.m.) 

 The taping will take place December 12, 2010 at Jeffer-
son’s Restaurant 1036 Jefferson, from 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. “This 
is our annual Music City Broadcasting taping concert that 
will feature a wide variety of gospel artists from throughout 
the country,” says Minister DeWitt. “We are especially excited 
this year because we are 
now airing the show on 
two major television 
stations. The public is 
invited and encouraged 
to attend the taping con-
cert. The taping will fea-
ture an array of some of 
gospel music’s most tal-
ented singers, locally and 
from around the country. 
Guests include:

Minister DeWitt says 
the taping will feature 
giveaway prizes for chil-
dren and the community. 
Johnson will soon be cel-
ebrating his one year an-
niversary of his weekly 
gospel showcases at the 
popular Jefferson’s eat-
ery. He says, “I consider 
the gospel showcase 
shows that I do at Jef-
ferson’s as an extension 
of my ministry. It allows 
customers to come to the 
restaurant, enjoy good 
down home food, while 
we minister to them the gospel through music and songs.” This 
will be the first time the TV show will be taped at Jefferson’s. 
The weekly program has been taped at various churches and 
other locations around the city. Minister Johnson offers an in-
vitation to other gospel groups, choirs, and solo artists who 
are interested in being a guest on the show to contact them for 
scheduling. (see contact 
information at end of 
story). 

James DeWitt John-
son is considered by 
many to have been a child 
prodigy. Mr.Johnson 
believes his talents for 
playing and writing mu-
sic is a God-given gift. 
The fourth of 11 chil-
dren, he co-organized his 
first gospel group, The 
BC&M Choir, while he 
was still in high school 
in Nashville, Tennessee. 
For the last 12 years he 
has toured and recorded 
with such gospel greats 
as, The James Johnson Ensemble, along with numerous other 
choirs and groups. He has seen many of his original songs be-
come standards in the music department of churches nation-
wide. “I just can’t sit down and write,” says DeWitt. “It has to 
be by Divine Inspiration. A song idea usually comes all at once, 
and I keep going over it until I come up with a title.”

Several of his songs are used as themes for television and ra-
dio gospel music programs, including “Glad to be in God’s Ser-
vice,” “I’ve Been Touched,” “Nothing Gonna Hinder Me,” and 
“Things Have Got To Get Better.” In 1974, The James Johnson 
Ensemble’s album, “The Harvest is Plentiful,” won a gold re-
cord and was nominated for a Grammy Award. It remained on 
Billboard Magazine’s Gospel Chart for more than 100 Weeks. 
No list of credits can convey the kind of electricity DeWitt 
Johnson generates in his live performances. 

Minister Johnson ar-
ranges and writes his 
own music and accord-
ing to the multi-talented 
music minister, it all 
comes to life as Gospel 
music should when sung 
by true believers. If per-
forming with choirs or 
background vocalists, 
the close harmony of 
high-powered male and 
female voices, coupled 
with Johnson’s masterly 
piano playing, creates 
irresistible excitement. 
This combination of 
fresh, sensitive material 
and superb delivery has 
made James “DeWitt” 

Johnson a sought after artist who has shared stages in every 
major U. S. city with Gospel icons such as: The Edwin Hawkins 
Singers, Shirley Caesar, Dr. Bobby Jones, Reverend James 
Cleveland, to name just a few.       

Minister Johnson sang at the Summer Olympics in Bar-
celona, Spain headlin-
ing, Gladys Knight and 
The Pips. He also sang 
at the Montreaux Jazz 
Festival in Switzerland 
with Quincy Jones. And 
he’s headlined with 
Gladys Knight and The 
Pips, Andre and Sandra 
Crouch, Take 6, Tra-
maine Hawkins, and as 
a back up singer with 
The Atlanta Super Choir. 
Johnson also took part in 
the 350-year anniversary 
in Montreal, Canada. He 
shared the stage with 
Mariah Carey, Joe Cock-
er, The Nevel Brothers, 
and Peabo Bryson when 
He sang his original song 
“Sing That Jesus Song.” 
The song went on to be-
come a hit in Europe. 
Minister DeWitt recently 
played a leading role in 
the Gospel Production, 
“You Gotta Believe It.” 
Johnson says being a 

part of this productions has provided him even greater experi-
ences in his ministerial outreach for Jesus Christ. 

He presently maintains his Music Ministry touring through-
out the world, through his concerts, his own local television 
program, and his music recordings. His dynamic style is emu-
lated by other musicians in virtually every segment of the gos-

pel world. For more than 
a decade he has been 
reigning favorite among 
religious music lovers. 
“Dewitt has received a 
number of awards to in-
clude a Gold Album for 
the album The Harvest 
is Plentiful and The Ar-
kansas Traveler from the 
Governor of Arkansas.

He’s been invited to 
perform in Nairobi, Ke-
nya. DeWitt says, “A 
group of pastors in Ke-
nya have heard about 
the ministry we’re doing 
here with the TV show 
and they’ve invited me 

to come to their country to sing and minister to the wonderful 
people of Kenya. We plan on taking our television cameras and 
showcase some of their gospel singers back here to people in 
this country. We are now working on getting an official date to 
make the trip.” Sometime next month  Minister Johnson will be 
back in the studio to record a new single, “From The Bottom To 
The Top,” an original song that he wrote that encourages listen-
ers God’s power to take believers through the struggles of life 
back to success again. 

Want to be a guest on Minister DeWitt Johnson’s weekly TV 
show? For any gospel talent who wants to be a guest on his TV 
show they need to contact Jimmy Bender at 615.589.4900.or 
Peaches-7 at 615.509.0469. Or visit his website at www.dewit-
tjohnson.com.
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Duty is
Young
& Fun

DeWitt interviews guests during recent TV taping

Everything
Kerry

One of Minister DeWitt’s previous CD covers 
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Buble Rocks Nashville

DeWitt Johnson & the Touching The World Singers



By Kam Williams

Winner of the 2005 NAACP Image 
Award as the “Outstanding Actress in a 
Motion Picture” for Ray, Kerry Wash-
ington is a versatile, talented and fearless 
actress who has built an impressive list of 
credits over the course of her relatively 
brief career. She has also garnered criti-
cal acclaim for recent roles in Mother and 
Child, The Last King of Scotland, The 
Dead Girl and Lakeview Terrace.  Kerry 
made her feature film debut in Our Song in 
2000, and has since co-starred in Fantastic 
Four and its sequel Rise of the Silver Surf-
er, I Think I Love My Wife, Little Man, 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith, She Hate Me, Against 
the Ropes, The Human Stain, and Save 
the Last Dance for which she received a 
Teen Choice Award for Best Breakout Per-
formance. She will soon be seen opposite 
Eddie Murphy in A Thousand Words and 
then in We the Peeples, an ensemble com-
edy featuring Craig Robinson, David Alan 
Grier, Tyler James Williams and S. Epatha 
Merkerson. She currently has two films 
in theaters, For Colored Girls and Night 
Catches Us.  Kerry is an active member 
on the Board of Directors for The Cre-
ative Coalition, a group dedicated to rais-
ing awareness of First Amendment Rights 
and to the support of the arts in education. 
Plus, she’s a member of the V-Counsel, 
a group of advisors to V-Day, the global 
movement to end violence against women 
and girls (www.vday.org). As for endorse-
ment deals, Kerry is a spokesperson for 
both L’Oreal Paris and Movado. 

KW: Thanks. I told my readers I’d be interviewing you, so I think we should get right to 
their many questions. Children’s book author Irene Smalls asks: What attracted you to the 
role of Kelly in For Colored Girls? 

Kerry: I really just wanted to be a part of the production. I had heard a rumor that Tyler 
[Perry] was directing it, I so I approached him at one of these industry parties, and said, “If it’s 
true, I want in, because it’s such an important piece of literature.” 

KW: Irene says: This play was written some time ago.  Do you think it is still relevant to 
today’s black woman?

Kerry: I do. I do. I think the play is still relevant to all human beings, not just black women. 

KW: FSU grad Laz Lyles asks: What is it about Tyler Perry that enabled him to as-
semble such an accomplished cast?

Kerry: He’s a very inspiring person, when you look at the empire that he has created and built 
on his own. He wasn’t born into it. 

KW: FSU grad Laz Lyles asks: With a text this powerful, what was the self-discovery 
factor like? Were there any dormant traits that unexpectedly came to the surface? 

Kerry: It was really fun for me to do this because I was coming off doing the David Mamet 
play “Race,” on Broadway. And that character was so forceful and angry and smart and sharp and 
verbally articulate. Kelly is almost the opposite. She’s very vulnerable and soft in a good way. 
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K a m ’ s  K o l u m n
 Kerry Washington: On Everything from 

Films to Family to President Obama

Actress Terry Washington in dressed in red in a scene from the new film Night Catches Us

See Washington Page 9 A

R y c h ’ s  C o r n e r
Kenton Duty—Young And Keeping It Fun!

By Rych McCain

Being young in Hollywood is not the 
cake walk most people perceive it to be. It 
takes sacrifice and hard work to get there 
and even more of the same to stay there. 
Fifteen year old Kenton Duty is a teen actor 
who has proven to be made from the right 
stuff, so to speak, to earn and keep a place 
in tinsel town. This columnist was very im-
pressed with the ease and confidence that 
Duty exhibited during the interview for this 
print photo feature. The Plano, Texas native 
began acting at age nine with a role in The 
Dallas Theatre Center Stage Production of 
“A Christmas Carol,” and later appeared in 
the stage production of “Ragtime.” He was 
discovered by top Hollywood children’s 
agent Cindy Osbrink while completing a 
workshop in Dallas. Soon after, Duty start-
ed to commute between Dallas and L.A. to 
shoot commercials. His parents were confi-
dent their son had the discipline, drive and 
determination to make it so they relocated 
the entire family to Los Angeles.

Their decision paid off as Duty began to 
book more TV commercials, and skits on 
“The Tonight Show with Jay Leno,” along 
with TV show guest roles. Duty’s big break 
came in the form of a role on the mega-hit 
TV show “Lost!” He played the island boy 
Jacob but no one knew who he was (not 
even Duty himself) until almost the final ep-
isode. Duty then signed on to co-star on the 
new Disney Channel show “Shake It Up.” 
The show debuted to a record 6.1 million 
viewers and became an instant smash hit! 
When he thinks back to his parents mak-
ing the decision to relocate to L.A. and it 
actually worked, what is his reaction know-
ing that many parents wouldn’t have made 
that kind of move? Duty is quick with that 
answer, “What you just said is completely 
true and I am really grateful that my parents 
have enough faith in me and had enough 
faith in me to say, ‘You know what, we’re 
going to do this. We’re going to try it and if 
it doesn’t work out, it doesn’t work out but 
if it does, we’ll be really ecstatic about it.’ 
That was our mental thing. So when I didn’t 
get a job there was no pressure, which was 
really nice. 

On “Shake It Up” Duty plays as Gun-
ther, who has a fraternal twin sister named Tinka. In describing his character Duty says, 
“Gunther is a very confident person. He thinks he’s the best at everything. That’s just 
because he not only trained really hard, but he’s trained with the best and he’s worked 
very hard to get to where he is. I think he’s got that nice competitive edge. The show 
is shot in front of a live audience, which Duty loves. He lights up, “It’s so much fun 
because they give you that really positive energy and they give you the feedback when 
you’re in the middle of filming. It reminds me of when I was doing theatre because it 
is pretty much the same way. Everybody was always there for everyone else and it was 

just a really good time and you had a blast doing it.”  
Is Duty preparing for the stage when he’ll have to make the transition from child 

actor to adult actor which many don’t get through? He responds, “My parents are defi-
nitely keeping me grounded no matter what has happened. Whatever I have gotten they 
have kept me humble and I know that is going to stay with me my entire life. Even after 
they have gone they will always be in my heart so that stage will be much simpler for us.

feedbackrych@sbcglobal.net
Photo by SBPR

Teen actor Kenton Duty co-stars on the teen hit show Shake It Up
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“The Night Before Christmas in Africa” by Jesse, Hannah, 
and Carroll Foster, illustrated by Jean Christodoulou

T E R R I ’ S  R E V I E W

a

I Can’t Take Being 
Dumped – I Get 

Revenge!

Review by Terri Schlichenmeyer

At about this time every year, you begin to worry and 
wonder about some very important things. Have you, 
for instance, been a good kid – good enough for a visit 
from St. Nick?  Will Santa be able to find your house? 
Does he prefer chocolate chip cookies, sugar cookies 
with sprinkles, or is he more of a peanut butter cookie 
kind of guy? And if you don’t have a chimney, how in 
the world can he ever leave presents? The good news 
is that you can stop worrying. As you’ll see when you 
read “The Night Before Christmas in Africa” by Jesse, 
Hannah, and Carroll Foster, illustrated by Jean Christo-
doulou, Santa Claus can arrive anywhere, anytime, and 
he might look very different.

Twas the night before Christmas, and it was dry on 
the African plain. The cattle were thirsty, there wasn’t a 
cloud in the sky, and there was certainly no snow. Mon-
keys chattered in the treetops. Maybe they were thirsty, 
too? The children were settled down for bed that night, 
sleeping on mats on the hard, dry ground, while Mama 
brought pots inside. Her eldest son waited outside, hop-
ing for rain, when he heard a sound from far away. What 
could that be?  He listened…And then he saw an in-
credible sight!  It was a donkey cart being pulled by six 
kudu and a black rhinoceros, and it was piled high with 
presents. Inside the cart was a man with a long, flow-
ing beard, wearing red from his ankles to the duku on 
his head. He stopped the cart, stepped out, and opened 

his heavy sack. And oh, the most amazing things 
were in that sack!  There was candy for the chil-
dren and piles of toys, a chair for Gogo, chickens 
for Mama, and a hat for Kulu. 

The old man laid the presents out and asked the 
young man what he wanted for his gift. Candy and 
toys were nice for children, and chickens were a 
good choice for Mama, but what the young man 
wanted more than anything was rain. Lots of re-
freshing rain.

Silently, the man in red returned to his sled as 
a rumble of thunder came from afar. The young 
man stood. What, to his wondering ears, did he 
hear? Sometimes, despite the fact that we love old 
holiday favorites, it’s easy to become a little tired 
of them. If that’s the case, you’ll find “The Night 
Before Christmas in Africa” is a nice twist on the 
usual. As the story goes, author Carroll Foster’s 
children wondered why they never heard African 
Christmas stories, so Foster simply created one 
for them. In this re-release of a book once chosen 
by Oprah as one of her “favorite things”, you’ll 
get Foster’s cute rhyming story with a bonus: 
you’ll also be treated to beautifully lush, colorful 
illustrations from South African artist Jean Christ-
odoulou. If your little one is getting antsy about 
Santa’s visit, this book is a nice diversion. “The 
Night Before Christmas in Africa” is perfect for 
their ho-ho-holidays.

A D V I C E

Ask
Gwendolyn
Baines

Dear Gwendolyn:
I am 34 years old and I have a problem.  I have had 

this same problem since my teen years.  I am desperate 
to find a solution. When I was 17, my girlfriend at the 
time broke up with me for someone else.  I was upset 
and told her that I was going to kill her.  We made up 
and became friends, but Gwendolyn, I thought about 
it later and decided to take revenge.  I went over to 
her house around 3 a.m. and set the house on fire – 
and also punctured the tires on her father’s car, her 
mother’s car, and her brother’s car.

I was arrested and had to serve time.  Then, would 
you believe it – another girlfriend dumped me and I 
told her that I was going to kill her.  She called the 
police and I was, again, arrested and served time.  Yes, 
I am now in my 30’s and I am serving time and due to 
get out within the next six months.  

Gwendolyn, how can I overcome this anger?  I am 
tired of being behind bars.  What’s wrong with me?

Andrew
 
Dear Andrew:
You have a problem of not accepting rejection.  

This is a serious thing.  Men and women attend popu-
lar classes of Anger Management. You may need to 
consider counseling as well. However, when a person 
like yourself is quick to state “I will kill you,”  - think 
about it, no woman will spend time with a man of that 
character.  It does not matter if you would have gone 
through with the murder, it is the fact you made the 
threat. No man has the right to insist that a woman 
love him.  That makes no sense whatsoever. Snap out 
of it.  Women experience rejection 24/7.  This prob-
lem could possibly stem from your mother.  Too many 
mothers make their son think he is all of that --- and 
a bag of chips.  Think about it. You are not momma’s 
little boy anymore.  Grow up and learn to take the hurt 
and take the pain of being rejected.  --- Sorry, but that’s 
life.

***Got a problem?  Write to Gwendolyn Baines at: 
P. O. Box 10066, Raleigh, N.C. 27605-0066 or email 
her at: gwenbaines@hotmail.com or visit her website 
at: www.gwenbaines.com

The Nashville Ballet preparations are well under way 
to present Nashville’s Nutcracker, the beloved local take 
on the holiday classic. To get ready for the magic that you 
will soon see on stage, join us in this retelling of Nash-
ville’s Nutcracker, complete with the local history that in-
spired its production. Nashville’s Nutcracker starts like no 
other—in Nashville! In the autumn of 1897, a young girl 
named Clara Stahlbaum and her favorite uncle, the ma-
gician Dr. Drosselmeyer, visit the Tennessee Centennial 
Exposition. This fantastic festival celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of Tennessee statehood featured magnificent 
displays from people and cultures from around the world. 
According to The Nashville American newspaper, it rep-
resented “nearly every race and nationality…their quaint 
costumes present a kaleidoscope panorama ever intensely 
interesting to the Centennial visitor.” 

While the real Centennial Exposition was located in 
Centennial Park with its Parthenon, the setting for Clara 
and Drosselmeyer’s adventure in Nashville’s Nutcracker 
also includes Nashville’s historical treasures such as the 

Tennessee State Capital, U.S. Customs Building, Christ 
Church, Belle Meade Mansion and the Hermitage. During 
her visit to the exposition, Clara is entranced by the magic 
of the fair and is inspired by the many cultures she discov-
ers there. She meets a Spanish vendor selling hot choco-
late and a French Bonbonniere (bon bon maker) giving 
out candies. Clara also encounters a Russian doll maker 
with nesting dolls, a Chinese puppeteer with a dragon stick 
puppet and a Swiss shepherdess with a little lamb. Lastly, 
Clara spies a German toymaker with a Nutcracker doll, 
which Drosselmeyer presents to her. But just as soon as he 
gives it to her, he makes it disappear!

Look for the characters in the exposition to appear later 
in the show. Tune in to the next three installments of the 
Nutcracker story to learn more about their roles and the 
inspiration for the production. In the meantime, follow 
Clara, Nutcracker and their friends Sugar Plum Fairy and 
Mouse King on Twitter to learn what happens backstage 
before their stage appearances!

The Nutcracker @ TPAC

c.2004, 2010, Pelican Publishing Company $16.99 32 pages

K a m ’ s  K o l u m n

Her role is to be a witness of these women and their journeys. 
It was a wonderful challenge for me as an actor to have to im-
mediately exhibit the opposite qualities of those that I had been 
cultivating for almost a year.  

KW: How was it having Hill Harper play your husband?
Kerry: It was great to have the opportunity to work with 

Hill, since he’s a friend, and we’ve traveled together along this 
political/artistic path. It was also nice to be able to tell this story 
of supportive, positive love between a black man and woman. 
I know that was important to Tyler and we felt very blessed to 
take on that responsibility.

KW: Reverend Florine Thompson asks: Even though the 
film is specifically about “Colored Girls,” would you say it 
explores themes which resonate with all women? 

Kerry: Absolutely! On the set, we even talked to each other 
about how universal the journeys of these characters are. So, 
the spectrum of colors that we’re referencing really reflects a 
rainbow of human emotions. We’re talking about being sad and 
blue, or red with rage, or green with envy. Those are the colors 
that we girls are embodying.

KW: Editor/legist Patricia Turnier is wondering: What 
African-American icon would you like to portray in a mov-
ie?

Kerry: Angela Davis is somebody I have my eye on. Also 
Diahann Carroll.

KW: Yale grad Tommy Russell asks: What do you strug-
gle with as an actress: honesty in your roles, diving into the 
depth of your characters, or just navigating the crazy land-
scape of Hollywood and auditioning? 

Kerry: D, all of the above! [Laughs]
KW: Marcia Evans asks: How do you feel about the re-

cent backlash against President Obama? Why hasn’t there 
been a massive pushback by the Democratic Party against 
all the recent unfair rhetoric? 

Kerry: It’s exciting to me that people know that I’m some-
one who’s very political. For full disclosure, it’s important for 
me to say that I’m a member of the administration now because 
I’m on the President Obama’s Committee for the Arts and Hu-
manities. So, I’m not unbiased. I’m really proud of everything 
that he’s accomplished in his first couple of years. I think it’s 
great that all of us Americans were inspired to work so hard get 
him elected. But now, the most important thing people can do 
in this representative democracy is to stay active and interested, 
if we want to continue the momentum of change.    

KW: The Teri Emerson question: When was the last time 
you had a good laugh?

Kerry: About 15 minutes ago. I loooooove to laugh! 
[Chuckles]

KW: What is your guiltiest pleasure?
Kerry: Popcorn and massages. 

KW: What is your favorite dish to cook?
Kerry: Baking and decorating cakes, but I don’t even eat 

them, because I try to stay away from wheat. I just made my 
own icing from scratch the other day, but it didn’t come out very 
well. I’m working on refining that. 

KW: The bookworm Troy Johnson question: What was 
the last book you read? 

Kerry: Jane Alexander’s memoirs called “Command Per-
formance.” http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0306810441?i
e=UTF8&tag=thslfofire-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&crea
tive=390957&creativeASIN=0306810441 

KW: The music maven Heather Covington question: 
What was the last song you listened to?  

Kerry: Hot Tottie by Usher and Jay-Z. http://www.amazon.
com/gp/product/B0040I8T9C?ie=UTF8&tag=thslfofire-20&li
nkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=
B0040I8T9C

KW: The Boris Kodjoe question: What do you consider 
your biggest accomplishment?

Kerry: I don’t know. I really don’t know. If I ever have a 
family one day, everything else will pale in importance to that. 

KW: When you look in the mirror, what do you see?
Kerry: I see an ever-unfolding process.
KW: If you could have one wish instantly granted, what 

would that be for? 
Kerry: For a million more wishes. 
KW: The Ling-Ju Yen question: What is your earliest 

childhood memory? 
Kerry: Being in my stroller in the elevator in the building 

where I grew up in the Bronx. 
KW: What advice do you have for anyone who wants to 

follow in your footsteps?
Kerry: Study! Study ! Study! Get an education. 
KW: Have you ever wished you could have your ano-

nymity back?
Kerry: No.
KW: The Laz Alonso question: How can your fans help 

you?
Kerry: It would be super if people visited my new website, 

www.KerryWashington.com. 
KW: The Zane question: Do you have any regrets? 
Kerry: I do. I do. I think everything in life happens for a 

reason. I always think there’s room for me to improve as a per-
son.  

KW: The Flex Alexander question: How do you get 
through the tough times?

Kerry: Through prayer and meditation. And I have really 
good friends and family, and a great therapist. 

KW: The Tavis Smiley question: What do you want your 
legacy to be, and where are you in relation to that at this 
point in your life?
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Kerry: I’m not really sure. I don’t think in those terms, ex-
actly. I just want to keep having the courage to raise the bar for 
myself, and to keep striving for excellence in artistic integrity 
and public service. And to continue to challenge myself to move 
outside of my comfort zone, personally and professionally. 

KW: Thanks again, Kerry, and I look forward to speak-
ing to you again soon. 

Kerry: Likewise, Kam, bye.
To see a trailer for For Colored Girls, visit:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbklqYMaYGg
To see a trailer for Night Catches Us, visit: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgtAhGOLC-Y 
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Jazz and Jokes Lounge (3rd Avenue North Downtown Nashville) will be the talk 
of the town.  It’s Chic, Grown, and extra sexy!  This is NOT a Dance Club.  This is a 
pure Adult lounge--somewhere to get a good drink, good food, great music and com-
edy.  Make it your business to stop by and check it out! 

Monday Night Football - Every Monday, it’s Monday Night Football at the Bent-
ley House of Soul with the $500 Swimsuit Contest at Halftime.   Go to www.kenny-
online.net to check out pics from previous contests!  Super Hot!

Fashion Week - Join me on December 19 at the Hutton Hotel for Rip The Runway, 
the biggest fashion/beauty awards show of the year with fashionista and hair stylist 
Tanya Davis.  I’ll be one of the presenters and they’ll be plenty of celebrties on site.  
Log on to www.riptherunwayawards.com for more details.  

Christmas Skate Jam - After kicking it with the family on Christmas day, bring 
them all out Christmas night for the 3rd Annual Kenny Smoov Christmas Skate Jam.  
It’s a great event to plan for the entire family at the Rivergate Skate Center.  Bring 
your skates and prepare to have a great time!

Usher Concert - What a way to end the year!  Usher and Trey Songz shut down 
the Sommet Center on December 27.  Simply text the letters “92Q” to 68255 and you 
could be the next big WINNER!

Isley Brothers - The first major concert I will host in 2011 will be probably the 
biggest until the Soul Food Festival in July:  The Isley Brothers and The O’Jays kick 
off the 92Q concert year at the Municipal Auditorium on January 16!  Log on now to 
www.92qnashville.com for more details.

Kenny Smoov  Program Director  WQQK-92Q  “GOOD is the Enemy of 
GREAT!”

Please join us for a celebration of folk art at Ibiza Fine Gifts on Harding Road. We have 
distilled the Southern hospitality of Mississippi in a collection of art, food and life in the works 
of Irene Phelps Terry. A book signing will be held at Ibiza 5-8 pm, Wednesday, December 15 
at 4231 Harding Road (across from St. Thomas Hosp.).

From dusty roads and hot fields, a beloved land and people are revealed in Mississippi 
Sistahs a collection birthed from conversations of the “ones gone by while settin’ an watchin’ 
Southern secrets unfold.”

Irene Phelps Terry is the author of Faulkner, Ghosts and Local Folk, artist, lecturer on the 
Blues, songwriter, publisher, teacher, and “most n’all” she is a cherisher of people – being a 
direct descendant of King Cotton, named so for his invention of the 100 seed and one of the 
largest purveyors of cotton futures. Mississippi Sistahs follows the catty and boastful 1920s 
correspondense between Aunt T, Aunt Hattie, Mattie Lee, Miss Mattie, Boor, Pearl, Weesie 
and, of course, depictions of all those beautiful hands that planted, picked and preached this 
culture that became known as Southern Hospitality in the Mississippi Delta. Miss Irene’s out-
sider works embody the teachings of her beloved household caretakers, Eliza, Ada, and Blue, 
from a day gone by. Eliza asked a promise: “tell all the chil’en comin’ on how us wuz. Love 
Jesus, love us country, your family and frens an – if you wanna keep somethin’ – share it baby, 
so it won’t run off. Hell loves greedyfolks. An’ that’s what I’m trying to do for you chiluns, 
show what to love!”

For more information contact publisher Chad Hollingsworth at 615.456.8580, or missi-
rene@take121.com, or Ibiza Fine Gifts at 615.279.8000.

Book Signing Featuring Southern Hospitality

By Matthew Maisano
Photos by Earl Flippen

Michael Buble performed an amazing 
concert to a capacity crowd at the Bridges-
tone Arena last weekend. Buble is not only 
a power house of a singer, but an overall 
amazing personality and entertainer. Com-
bining today’s modern sound with yes-
terday’s standards, Buble is the complete 
package. Crisp clean vocals delivered with 
the accuracy of a well tuned piano, Buble 
kept the crowd in the palm of his hand the 
entire night. His most recent album “Crazy 
Love,” provided a backdrop for many of the 
songs for the evening. His rendition of the 
classic Hoagy Carmichael song “Georgia 
on My Mind,” and his new single “Holly-
wood” written by Buble himself, were defi-
nite crowd favorites.

After his last song, the crowd demanded 
an encore performance, welcomed warmly 
by Michael returning from backstage with 
his rendition of “Feeling Good,” a powerful 
and energetic blast from the past. 

He finished the evening with a few more 
songs, including a classic Christmas tune 
and a final performance of the Leon Rus-
sell hit “A Song for You.” Buble finished 
the last 30 seconds of the show without a 
microphone, making for an extremely in-
timate connection with the artist and his 
crowd. The concert was amazing to say the 
least. His vocals were 100% on track, and 
the production was exactly what it needed to be in order to bring Nashville the Buble experience 
it deserves. Michael left Nashville “Feeling Good!”

Great Music – The Buble’ Way

The Belcourt The-
atre will present IT’S A 
WONDERFUL LIFE for 
a brief run, Dec. 17-26, 
2010. For the last sev-
en years, the Belcourt 
has offered audiences a 
chance to see this holi-
day classic on a large 
screen. For families 
with visiting relatives or 
friends, IT’S A WON-
DERFUL LIFE is the 
perfect family-friendly 
activity to celebrate the 
holidays, while showing 
out-of-towners an his-
toric Nashville venue. 
Tickets are available at 
the Belcourt box office and online, www.bel-
court.org.  Screening times will be announced 
in December. “Since we started screening this 
classic tale, we’ve seen it grow into a vibrant 
Nashville holiday tradition,” says Stephanie 
Silverman, managing director at the Belcourt 
Theatre. “Families come in full force to cap-
ture that holiday magic at an event that’s both 
celebratory and affordable. This film is such a 
demonstration of the power of a great movie 
with ideas that resonate through generations, 
and there’s nothing like seeing it just as direc-
tor Frank Capra intended it—on a large the-
ater screen.” Special wintry treats offered at 
concessions will set a cozy atmosphere for pa-
trons, including Hot Chocolate and Handmade 
Vanilla Bean Marshmallows, half-dipped in 
dark Belgian chocolate with a sprinkling of 
peppermint dust. 

It’s A Wonderful Life 
Summary: An angel 
helps a compassionate 
but despairingly frus-
trated businessman by 
showing him what life 
would have been like if 
he never existed. Star-
ring Jimmy Stewart and 
Donna Reed. Directed 
by Frank Capra, 1946, 
130 minutes. The Bel-
court Theatre is located 
at 2102 Belcourt Av-
enue, Nashville, Tenn. 
37212, 615.383.9140

www.belcourt.org
The Belcourt Theatre 

is a nonprofit cultural 
institution dedicated to presenting the best of 
independent, documentary, and world cinema; 
promoting visual literacy; and making film a 
vibrant part of the community while serving as 
a regular and important home for independent 
voices in music and theatre. Housed in Nash-
ville’s last historic neighborhood theatre, the 
Belcourt Theatre provides opportunities for 
people of all ages to discover, explore and learn 
through the power of film, music and theatre. 
Opening in 1925 as a silent movie house, the 
theatre was home to the Grand Ole Opry from 
1934-36. Since the re-opening of the theatre in 
1999 more than 650,000 people from Middle 
Tennessee have come here to see nearly 1,000 
films from every corner of the globe, musi-
cians both long established and newly emerg-
ing and theatre from some of Nashville’s most 
creative and imaginative artists.

Popular Nashville Tradition For Families, 
Friends; Special Winter Concessions

The Winter Wonder Slam Delivers Message of Purpose

The Winter Wonder 
Slam had the crowd gro-
ovin’ and movin’ in the 
Awake Tonight tour at 
Bridgestone Arena on Fri. 
Dec. 3. The packed show 
delivered a message with 
a purpose, combining 
rock, rap, dance.

Opening for Toby 
Mac were Shonlock and 
Skillet. Hip hop artist 
Shonlock jammed the 
venue with a superb per-
formance. His positive 
music promoting his faith 
in Jesus was well received 
by fans. As a former 
dancer and choreographer 
for Arrested Development 
and R&B diva Aaliyah, 
Shonlock offers a full 
range of talent and put on 
a solid show. The crowd 
embraced the rapper with 
his positive lyrics.

Grammy nominated 
band Skillet was a bril-
liant contrast to the hip 
hop opener. What made 
the show amazing was, 
first the raw talent of the 
performers and then the 
mix of musical instru-
ments. A cello and violin 
were incorporated with 
traditional rock instru-
ments, creating a unique 
blend of dramatic sounds. 
Lead singer John Cooper has a contagious energy that was felt throughout the arena. What added 
to the show were the bursts of firework displays and unique stage sets. Near the end of the show, 
a giant skull slowly rose from below the stage, carrying Cooper inside. It was the dramatic intro 
to the hit song “Monster.” 

The awaited lead act, Toby Mac, hyped the crowd as the techno countdown hit zero before 
he was spotlighted on stage. The crowd roared as TobyMac began the show with “Tonight.” The 
multi-platinum selling artist offers a musical blend of hip hop, rock and dance. The prior hip hop 
and rock acts were the perfect segue to TobyMac’s style. Attendees were promised a quality show 
by TobyMac as he appreciated them coming out, and that is exactly what he and the Diverse City 
Band delivered. From the acoustic performance of “In the Light” to funky rock sounds of  numer-
ous major hits, TobyMac delivered a hit show, moving the soul and feet of the audience. 

TobyMac shared the following in an exclusive interview with The Tennessee Tribune:
Did you think you would perform when you were young?
I loved performing in a garageband but never dreamed of a professional career. I used to write 

rap songs and enjoyed rap and hip hop. I then got into college performances.
I actually thought I was going to get into real estate. I told my dad, a realtor in DC, that I 

would join him after the release of the first album. He’s still waiting!... as I did not expect to be 
so blessed in being able to continue my musical career.

What message do you have for today’s youth?
There are many places to search for answers and they leave you empty, and continuously 

searching. My faith is Jesus is where my search stopped. 
How do you balance fame and faith?
I do not see them as separate. I write music and lyrics from my perspective. Success to me is 

connecting people to faith.
Do you have a favorite song?
I enjoy performing “Boomin’” live. “Made to Love” is my struggle with myself.

Michael Buble takes command of the stage, the 
song and audience during his recent concert at 
Bridgestone Arena

TobyMac had the packed arena singing along 

The Diverse City Band rocks the crowd
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Belmont University Lean Healthcare Certificate Program
“For Quality, Safety and Efficiency”

MNPS Virtual Program 
Spring Enrollment Deadline 

December 15th

The Metro Nashville Public Schools Vir-
tual Program is currently accepting enroll-
ment for spring courses. But you may want 
to act quickly; the deadline to register is 
Dec. 15.

The Virtual Program provides credit re-
covery and full content courses in a virtual 
setting. The program enables students to 
take classes in addition to the ones offered 
at their regular high school. Students must 
have a 2.5 GPA to enroll.

The MNPS Virtual Learning Office pro-
vides quality education in a virtual envi-
ronment. Students will be taught online by 
highly qualified, certified teachers. Instruc-
tion will be aligned with the Tennessee State 
academic standards.

MNPS students will have access to Virtu-
al Learning courses at no cost. Students who 
are not residents of Davidson County may 
incur a tuition fee.

Full Time Students Currently Enrolled 
in Davidson County Schools

* Must possess and maintain a 2.5 mini-
mum grade point average

* Contact School Counselor at school 
of record to determine if full time seats are 
available at Virtual Learning

* Discuss your needs with your School 
Counselor

* Once confirmation of seat availability is 
obtained and approved from Virtual Learn-
ing Office, withdraw student from current 
school of record

* Inform school that you are enrolling in 
MNPS Virtual school program

* Contact Virtual Learning Office, 298-
8456 x2216, and enroll

* Contact MNPS Middle College High 
School Counselor, Teresa Chandler (email 
teresa.chandler@mnps.org) to conduct cred-
it check and schedule course(s)

* Ms Chandler will create student’s 
schedule

* Virtual Learning Office notifies course 
vendor of enrollment

* Student(s) and parent(s) must attend 
scheduled orientation

Part Time Students Currently Enrolled 
in Davidson County Schools

* Must possess and maintain a 2.5 mini-
mum grade point average

* Meet with Counselor at current enrolled 
school to check for eligibility and credit 
needs

* Counselor will send Virtual Learning 
Office completed registration form

* Once registration completed with ven-
dor, Virtual Learning Office will email coun-
selor to notify that student’s registration is 
complete

* Student and parent will also receive an 
email from Virtual Learning Office about 
getting started

* Students and parents will have access to 
an online orientation to assist in navigating 
the course as well as the requirements

Mission Statement:
Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools 

Virtual Learning is committed to a student-
centered environment that allows students 
to learn 21st Century skills and knowledge 
enabling success in higher education, work, 
and life.

To view a full list of courses offered, visit  
http://www.mnps.org/Page72732.aspx.

By The Admin 
 
The country’s most prominent civil rights group has come to 

Raleigh to draw attention to what it calls a growing erosion of the 
gains made since a 1954 Supreme Court decision made segre-
gated schools illegal.

Using Wake County’s ongoing debate over school diversity as 
a backdrop, the NAACP is holding a national conference on edu-
cation in Raleigh to argue that schools around the country are, in 
essence, returning to Jim Crow-era patterns of segregation.

“Resegregation is on the rise,” said the Rev. William Barber, 
chairman of the state NAACP chapter. “The rates now are worse 
than in the 1970s.”

Wake County has been the scene of acrimonious dispute since 
the school board voted to scrap a decade-old policy that used bus-
ing to achieve socio-economic balance in public schools. The 
NAACP and other groups have staged protests and marches and 
filed a federal civil rights complaint. Barber is among several who 
have been arrested in demonstrations against the end of the policy.

“School boards across this country are rolling back the clock to 
the time before Brown vs. Board of Education,” NAACP national 
president Benjamin Todd Jealous said in a statement. Jealous was 

scheduled to address to the conference Friday.
But that sentiment is out of touch with both the reality of public 

education and recent Supreme Court rulings, according to Roger 
Clegg, president of the Falls Church, Va.-based Center for Equal 
Opportunity.

A 2007 decision by the court found that school districts can’t 
pursue integration policies by using students’ race as a basis, 
which Clegg argues is what busing for diversity amounts to.

“Even if you think there’s something desirable about having a 
politically correct racial and ethnic mix, it doesn’t justify the enor-
mous costs of engaging in racial discrimination,” he said.

Clegg also challenges the claim that schools are becoming 
more segregated, arguing that falling percentages of white stu-
dents matches the declining number of whites in the population 
overall.

The term “segregation” doesn’t refer to demographic change, 
but to legal policies explicitly designed to keep people of different 
races separated from each other, Clegg said.

“If you use that definition, not only is there no resegregation 
in the United States, there is not a single segregated school in the 
United States,” he said.

Tom Breen, AP

In Conjunction With: Pittsburgh Regional Health Initiative & Healthcare Per-
formance Partners

The Jack C. Massey Graduate School of Business at Belmont University in con-
junction with Healthcare Performance Partners (HPP), and The Pittsburgh Region-
al Health Initiative (PRHI) present the Lean Healthcare Certificate Program. This 
Certificate Program is designed for leaders who desire to understand the tools and 
knowledge necessary to drive Lean Healthcare throughout their entire organization. 
The program will be taught in Belmont University’s state-of-the-art Gordon E. Inman 
College of Health Sciences and Nursing.

This intense one-week Lean Healthcare Certificate Program will give participants 
a hands-on, learn-by-doing experience applying Lean Philosophies and Tools in a 
healthcare environment. The training, exercise and simulations build the foundation 
throughout the week for the participants to apply them in a Mini-Kaizen Event Lab 
Exercise and develop a roadmap for their organization. This life-like healthcare ex-
perience using real healthcare examples is taught and facilitated by Lean Practitio-
ners, Leaders and Coaches each with multiple years of successfully applying Lean in 
healthcare organizations.

The Lean Healthcare Certificate Program is only minutes from Downtown Nash-
ville, the Gaylord Entertainment Center, Nashville’s Music Row, and the Country 
Music Hall of Fame.

For more information 
visit http://www.bulean-
course.com.

2011 Course Dates:
February 7-11, 2011
April 11-15, 2011
August 1-5, 2011
October 17-21, 2011

NAACP: NC County is Example of US School Problem

At Renasant Bank we take pride in getting to know our customers.
You’re not just another account number to us. From checking and sav-
ings accounts to mortgage and auto loans,* we’ll listen to your needs
and find the product that’s right for you. Stop by any of our convenient
locations or check us out on the web at www.renasantbank.com today.

*All loans subject to credit approval. 
renasantbank.com

MEMBER

FDIC

clear that top standing could be in jeopardy.
Tennessee State, in Nashville, was denied reaffirmation of its 

accreditation due to numerous questions about its ability to clearly 
delineate the effectiveness of some of its efforts in planning, stu-
dent assessment and learning outcomes. That caused the agency 
to place the popular school on “warning” status for one year.

The decision gives Tennessee State one year to address sev-
eral questions about these “core requirements,” those that apply to 
the whole institution, and “comprehensive standards,” those that 
measure specific departments or programs. The SACS decision 
does not affect Tennessee State’s accreditation during the one year 
“warning” status.

Tennessee State President Melvin N. Johnson said the school 
has already addressed many of the SACSCOC  issues since the 
organization’s accreditation team visited its campus earlier this 
year. He said  “…the 12-month period will give TSU an excellent 
opportunity to provide additional documentation demonstrating 
a fully integrated institutional effectiveness model that includes 
assessment and evaluation processes that that link to our mission 
and goals.”

In a statement responding to the SACSCOC “warning” John-
son itemized a number of steps he said Tennessee State has al-
ready taken to assure compliance and improvement in institution-
al quality:

 * Established an integrated institutional effectiveness plan that 
centers on an assessment and improvement model that links pro-
gram activities to university mission and planning documents and 
requires intense training in assessment and the use of assessment 
results to make improvement in student learning and performance 
outcomes.

 * Established a common assessment and improvement frame-
work that utilizes a six-step process to document assessment and 
improvement activities, including the use of an online documen-
tation system utilizing Compliance Assist! software, to ensure 
compliance and uniformity of the integrated institutional effec-
tiveness plan.

Johnson said Tennessee State has also implemented a strength-
ened administrative arrangement for management of assessment 
planning and improvement at the university, with professional de-
velopment opportunities for faculty and staff that includes mea-
sures of accountability for institutional effectiveness at the Uni-
versity.

Since summer 2010, his statement said, more than 200 faculty 
and staff from academic and non-academic units have participat-
ed in these professional development workshops on assessment 
planning and quality improvement, with leadership and guidance 
from the division of institutional planning and accountability

“As part of the university’s final reaffirmation, at the conclu-
sion of 12 months, TSU will submit a monitoring report to SAC-
SCOC, “said Johnson, who is set to leave his post at the end of 
this month. “This report must demonstrate that our ongoing com-
pliance and institutional effectiveness activities are fully imple-
mented and documented.”

Johnson said documentation of these activities began after a 
March 23-25, 2010 SACSCOC onsite visit. 

Fisk, meanwhile, failed for a second time in 12 months to win 

a clean endorsement from the SACSCOC for the same reasons 
the agency initially refused last December to give Fisk an uncon-
ditional reaffirmation—Fisk’s finances. 

The SACS Commission gave Fisk until April 1 to file addition-
al information about its financial resources and stability. Failure 
to satisfy SACSCOC  when it reviews the school’s updated report 
next spring could result in Fisk being placed on “probation.”  The 
SACS panel’s mid-year meeting, at which it will again review its 
ruling on Fisk – is set for June.

Fisk, whose enrollment has fallen to less than 700 students, has 
told a Tennessee judge the school is essentially broke. It has re-
peatedly cost operating costs, including salaries, mortgaged all of 
its real estate and is running an annual deficit of some $2 million. 
It has , has hinged its financial revival on using proceeds from a 
proposed sale for $30 million of part ownership in its valuable 
101-piece Alfred Stieglitz Collection of art and photographs. The 
collection is valued at more than $70 million.

Using money from the ownership sale has been key element in 
every plan Fisk has put forth for solving its short and long-term 
solvency plans and its accreditation bid. Fisk envisions taking 
possession of all the proceeds from the proposed ownership shar-
ing agreement to revive its fortunes. 

The school has been blocked in its five-year effort, however, 
by a series of court rulings holding the collection is essentially a 
trust governed by rigid restrictions and cannot be sold like prop-
erty.

Most recently, Judge Ellen Hobbs Lyle of the Chancery Court 
of Tennessee, Davidson County, in Nashville, ruled the sale plan 
could move forward, if Fisk placed two-thirds ($20 million) of the 
envisioned proceeds from the proposed sale into an independently 
managed endowment whose earnings could only be used to cover 
the costs of maintaining and exhibiting the art and photographs 
collection in Nashville. Fisk said last week it objected to Judge 
Lyle’s decision and was appealing it this month to the Tennessee 
Court of Appeals.

“Fisk’s work to improve financial stability is the key to remov-
ing the SACS warning,” said a Fisk statement quoting Fisk Presi-
dent Hazel R. O’Leary. “The path to financial stability includes 
three elements: a successful outcome with each annual fundrais-
ing effort; increasing Fisk’s net assets base which requires that 
Fisk increase its endowment; and a clean financial audit. This is 
why the board-approved sharing agreement with Crystal Bridges 
Museum of Art for undivided half-interest in the Stieglitz Collec-
tion in exchange for $30 million is vital to Fisk’s future.” 

Absent an expedited decision by the court of appeals or a sud-
den avalanched of income, observers say it is not likely Fisk will 
have much new to say by the SACSCOC April 1 reporting dead-
line.

Aside from its questions about Fisk’s financial resources and 
financial stability,  SACS maintains Fisk remains in good stand-
ing.

The Commission on Colleges placed its 10-year stamp of ap-
proval on Alabama State, Bethune Cookman, Grambling, North 
Carolina A & T, Prarie View, South Carolina State, Southern Uni-
versity-Baton Rouge, Xavier of New Orleans, Virginia Union and 
Winston Salem State University in North Carolina. Stillman Col-
lege in Alabama was denied “reaffirmation.”

From Accreditations Page 5 A
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Former Pastor Teaches Eye-Opening Moves At The Clarksville 
Mixed Martial Arts Academy

By A.J. Dugger III

John “The Saint” Renken is a former preacher and 
professional Mixed Martial Arts fighter. Amazingly, 
he did both jobs at the same time. The former fighting 
preacher has traveled the world and won numerous 
championships. He and his wife own the Clarksville 
Mixed Martial Arts Academy, where “feet, fist and 
faith collide.” The Academy doubles as a worship ser-
vice on Sundays.

Renken stands out to many people because it is rare 
to find a  professional fighter who used to read scrip-
ture on Sundays and owns a Church. “There’s no dis-
parity between mixed martial arts and Christianity,” 
said Renken. “The Bible tells us that The Lord trains 

our hands for battle and our fingers for war. Exodus 15 says the Lord our God is a warrior. 
We need to know how to defend ourselves. We don’t live in a safe world.” Renken has 
a very raspy speaking voice that is the epitome of what a southern preacher sounds like.

Renken used to routinely find himself in fights when he was growing up. He was always 
victorious, but one day, the inevitable happened. “I got in a fight in school and got my butt 
whooped,” Renken said with a laugh. “So I started training in Martial Arts. When I turned 
20, I joined the Army.” 
Shortly after Renken 
joined the Army, the 
UFC premiered on TV. 
After three years in the 
Military, Renken left in 
1996 to prepare for a 
professional career as a 
fighter. 

Renken fought his 
first professional fight 
in March, 1997. The 
encounter ended at 1:03 
seconds when Ren-
ken got a submission 
victory over a fighter 
named Mark Nelson by 
using an Armbar take-
down. Over the course 
of his career, he has 
witnessed the evolu-
tion of the sport. “It’s 
evolved so much,” he 
said. He explained that 
these days, anyone who 
wants to fight in Mixed 
Martial Arts combat 
needs to master a good 
take-down defense, and 
excel brilliantly in box-
ing, kick-boxing, grap-
pling and Jiu Jitsu. 

 “MMA (Mixed Martial Arts) is where you can do all those skill sets together in a 
competition,” said Renken.

Renken’s fighting name is John “The Saint” Renken. However, he had to endure a 
slight name change when he fought in Japan. Once there, he discovered that there is no 
word for ‘saint’ in Japanese, so he was nicknamed ‘the Fighting Preacher.’ Renken gradu-
ated from North Central University in 2000 with a degree in Theology and Bible.

Right after the 9/11 Terrorist Attacks in 2001, Ft. Campbell shut down its post to ci-
vilians. “It moved me in such a way to open this facility,” said Renken. In 2002, he and 
his wife opened the Clarksville Mixed Martial Arts Academy. The school also sets out to 
teach fighting skills to people who are not in the Military. “The deployment schedule is 
so brutal. We’re trying to really open up to the civilian population to let them know we’re 
here for them too,” said Renken. His wife, Jennifer, is also a fighter. “My wife won the 
ringside world amateur boxing championship in Kansas City, Missouri. She’s had one 
MMA fight. She’s had a few boxing and tai fights, too,” said Renken. 

The instructors can modify the program according to whatever their clients’ physi-
cal structure may be, whether the student is overweight, old, suffers joint problems, or 
whatever the case may be. There was once a student who had Cerebral Palsy. This was no 
problem for Renken. “By the time he left us, he wasn’t using his cane anymore,” Renken 
explained.

For 10 years, Renken was the pastor of Xtreme Ministries, the worship center located 
in his studio. He stepped down last year. “I resigned from the church a year ago,” he said. 
The worship services take place on Sundays at 9 a.m. at the Clarksville Mixed Martial 
Arts Academy. To this day, Renken still gets raised eyebrows from both Christians and 
professional fighters when they discover that he was a fighting preacher. “A lot of people 
think it’s odd. They don’t quite grasp it,” he said. With a grin, he added, “If I get lucky I 
get to fight and preach at the same time.”

 The instructors don’t overwhelm their students with impressive eye catching moves 
on the first day. “We 
introduce you to 
things slowly. As you 
get good at grappling, 
we’ll let you box, and 
slowly start to intro-
duce all the different 
skills sets to you, and 
let you set your own 
course,” Renken ex-
plained. Although 
many would expect 
it, there are no Bible 
lectures or testimo-
nies at the Academy. 
“We’re a Christian-
based organization. 
We don’t preach at 
the students or any-
thing, but everybody 
knows the Academy 
is Christian-owned 
and operated.” There 
are no age differen-
tials. Currently, the 
school has students 
ranging from ages 4 
to 73. The Academy 
is open on Monday 
through Saturday 
from 4 pm to 8:30 
pm.

Renken once made headlines preaching the gospel on Fox News, and has been promot-
ed in other national news outlets including The New York Times and NBC’s Nightline.

Many outsiders assume that Mixed Martial Arts is a complicated form of combat. Af-
ter all, it’s the fusion of so many different styles of fighting. However, Renken says that 
with practice, one can master the art. “It’s like anything else in life. If u do it often enough 
and set your mind to it and practice, it’s really not that difficult.”

By A.J. Dugger III

The Pharmacy at The Matthew Walker Comprehen-
sive Health Clinic is the most desirable option in town 
for people with low income or no insurance. “Since 
we’re able to purchase our prescriptions at such a low 
price, we pass that savings onto our patients,” said Ni-
kia Bennette-Carter, the Pharmacy Director.

Carter, a 2002 graduate of Xavier University College 
of Pharmacy in New Orleans, LA, has always dreamed 
of saving the world through 
pharmacy, and is accom-
plishing this goal little by 
little each day.

“I take it serious about 
my patients getting their 
medicine,” she said. “I have 
in mind that everyone needs 
their medication, and I’m go-
ing to make sure that they get 
it.”

The Pharmacy staff rou-
tinely fills around 250 pre-
scriptions a day for people, 
regardless of their ability 
to pay. “We’re really, really 
much more inexpensive than 
everybody else. We’re able 
to provide these medications. 
We’re a pretty good safety 
net for the people out there 
who can’t afford medicine,” 
said Morris Haddox, a staff 
pharmacist. “There are some 
prescriptions that would be 
$60 elsewhere, but only $4 
here.” Carter’s mind is al-
ways racing to help people who cannot pay for their 
medicine.“Most pharmacies are trade off. Well here, it’s 
not that cut and dry because we really want to get you 
the medicine. Most of our patients don’t have any op-
tions outside of us. Some people are out of work, or 
have limited income or no insurance. When they come 
here, they really do need us. We’ve got to do our part,” 
said Carter.

The Pharmacy has been located in the Matthew 

Walker Clinic for 10 years. The Clinic has a Pharmacy 
in the Murfreesboro, Nashville, and Clarksville. On De-
cember 1, a Pharmacy was launched in Smyrna, TN. 
Diabetic counseling is available at the Clarksville loca-
tion.

There are free samples available, as well as a Patient 
Assistance Program which makes use of software that 
enables access to every other Patience Assistance Pro-
gram in the nation. Another useful benefit is the Phar-
macy Care Fund, which is composed of donations by 

employees and patients. This 
fund was established to help 
patients who can’t afford 
medications. “We have a 
lot of different types of pro-
grams that we utilize to help 
patients afford their medica-
tions,” explained Carter.

The patients who visit 
the clinic belong to a very 
diverse population, so in-
terpreters are available to 
cross the language barrier. 
“Everybody gets the same 
amount of quality care,” said 
Haddox. “It’s almost like a 
one stop shop.” The Phar-
macy fills prescriptions from 
doctors, dentists, and other 
health officials. 

Carter explained that al-
though a visit to the doctor 
is important, receiving the 
prescription is more impera-
tive, and that’s one of many 
areas where the Matthew 
Walker Clinic excels. With 

the programs and other available options, the Pharmacy 
makes sure that the patient gets the medicine in some 
way.“There’s a certain amount of grace that comes in 
this thing,” said Maddox. “We can improve the quality 
of life in a lot of different ways. It’s really rewarding.”

The Matthew Walker Comprehensive Health Center 
is located at 1035 14th Avenue North.  Nashville, TN 
37208. To reach the pharmacy by phone, call (615) 329-
1900.

Matthew Walker’s Pharmacy Uses Personal Approach 
To Help Patients

John “The Saint” Renken Turned 
Pro In 1997 And Retired In 2006 
With 19 Wins On His Record

The Clarksville Mixed Martial Arts Academy Opened Its Doors In 2002 after the 9/11 Attacks

Dr. Nikia Bennette-Carter

Renken has many awards and accomplishments to his credit. 
The 5’10, 189 pound athlete has a second degree black belt in 
Judo, a black belt in Sombo, and has held numerous champion-
ships over his career, including the IFC Lightweight Champi-
onship, the Hook ‘N’ Shoot Absolute Championship, the EFC 
Tournament Championship, SFC Cruiserweight Championship, 
Hook N Shoot Middleweight Championship and the Fight Zone 
Middleweight Championship. He is currently training children 
and adults who are nationally ranked. His professional record 
consists of 19 wins, 28 losses and 3 draws with one ‘no contest.’ 
The Clarksville Mixed Martial Academy is located on 1596 Fort 
Campbell Blvd, Clarksville, TN 37042. The telephone number 
is (931) 906-2941.

MTA, RTA Now on Twitter Social Network 

NASHVILLE – Customers and transit supporters can 
now access more up-to-date information on detours, service 
changes, public meetings, special events, and more by fol-
lowing the Nashville MTA and RTA on Twitter.

MTA and RTA are using this tool to reach out to their 
mobile customers by making transit information available 
through yet another source. This provides an opportunity to 
communicate and share information even more quickly and 
easily with those who are interested in the transit systems 
of Middle Tennessee as Twitter is a real-time information 
network that connects people to the latest information about 
what they find interesting.  

Customers can access the MTA and RTA twitter accounts 
at twitter.com/Nashville_MTA or twitter.com/MiddleTN_
RTA.  If you have an account, sign in and type Nashville 
MTA in the search bar and click people.  Look for the Nash-
ville MTA logo.  From there, you can click to follow us to re-
ceive our updates and find RTA from MTA’s account as well.

Those who don’t have access to the internet but want to 
stay connected with their mobile device may get twitter up-
dates via SMS by texting follow Nashville_MTA or follow 
MiddleTN_RTA to 40404.  Standard text messaging rates ap-
ply.

Additional ways to get connected are by going to nashvil-
lemta.org to receive MTA eNews alerts, or rtarelaxandride.
com to receive RTA eNews alerts or by using one of our part-
ner services Google Transit or RouteShout. 
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IRS Expands Use of Twitter to Help 
Taxpayers, Tax Professionals

 
NASHVILLE – With tax filing season right around the corner, 

the Internal Revenue Service today announced the availability of 
local and national Twitter feeds to share tax updates with the public 
and tax professionals.

“For the latest local IRS news and tax tips on Twitter, follow me 
at @taxdan,” said Dan Boone, IRS spokesman for Alabama & Ten-
nessee.

Nationally, the IRS Twitter news feed – @IRSnews – provides 
the latest federal tax news and information for taxpayers.

Another important nationwide IRS Twitter feed – @IRStaxpros – 
is designed for the tax professional community.

IRS also tweets tax news and information in Spanish at @
IRSenEspanol.

The IRS Twitter feeds work in conjunction with www.HYPER-
LINK “http://www.irs.gov/” \\o “http://www.irs.gov/” IRS.gov and 
the IRS YouTube channels to bring IRS information direct to taxpay-
ers, including miltilingual and American Sign Language versions. 
Since August 2009, IRS videos on YouTube have logged more than 
a million views.

In addition, the IRS provides other social media tools to inform 
and assist taxpayers and has an extensive set of e-news subscrip-
tions.

The IRS reminds taxpayers that it will never send personal tax 
account information or ask for it via e-mail.

2011 Nissan Sentra  --  A Very Good Fit

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

ATTORNEY 
HOWARD M. ROMAINE 

ANNOUNCES OPENING OFFICE
   1501 JEFFERSON STREET

Nashville, TN 37208
(Offices of THE TENNESSEE TRIBUNE)

615-321-3268
GENERAL CIVIL & CRIMINAL PRACTICE

Unemployment Denial Appeals
Evaluation loan, home loan and other contracts affecting elderly or 

mature individuals; call for appointment.

There are a good number of certainties about Nashville I think we can all agree on.  Just to name a few, 
varied, items I believe are on that list: Fisk University will survive - I have strong belief that the collective 
“content of our character” will not allow anything less; our local economy will remain stable - the quality 
of our pillar industries are strong enough to withstand the ups and downs of shifting national levels; the 
weather will change, just wait 30 minutes - I’ve been hearing that one since I got here 30 years ago.  

Now, we must add a new item to the list of certainties about middle Tennessee..... Nissan manufactures 
a strong, admirable, line of quality vehicles. From top to bottom, the Nissan stable of products more than 
passes muster. And for those of us in the middle class looking for that “everyday car”, Nissan’s 2011 Sentra 
is a very good fit.

Made to be affordable, yet inclusive of the comfort and convenience features that help set it apart, the 
Sentra is a compact vehicle that feels and acts more than compact.  This 5-passenger “starter” vehicle is 
very reasonably priced at $ 15,500.  And for that budget-fitting price tag you purchase a 2.5 liter, 4 cylinder 
engine which produces 140 horses of power; power windows and door locks; leather-appointed seats; air-
bags everywhere you need them; keyless entry and keyless engine start; 60 / 40 split fold-flat rear seats; Nis-
san navigation system by Bosch; BlueTooth connectivity;  Vehicle Dynamic Control (VDC); Anti-lock Braking 
System (ABS); an extra large glove compartment you can even fit your laptop computer in; CD audio system 
with auxiliary input jacks; a rearview camera whose picture is displayed on your 5 inch dashboard monitor; 
and.....and..... and..... 27 miles-per-gallon in the city and 34-miles-per-gallon on the highway.

On Nissan’s website the tag-line next to the Sentra reads - “Sensible has a sense of style”.  After test-
driving the 2011 Nissan Sentra....., I wholeheartedly agree.

Review and photo by Steve Benson, The Tennessee TRIBUNE

AMY TOTENBERG NOMINATION TO GO TO SENATE FLOOR 
THIS WEEK - FED JUDGE GEORGIA - SISTER OF NPR COURT 
COMMENTATOR, NINA

By Howard M. Romaine, Attorney and Tribune writer

Long time Atlanta progressive attorney, Amy Totenberg, has been  
nominated for a Federal Judgeship and her nomination will go to the  
Senate Floor this week. According to press reports, Amy M. Totenberg   
–  a former general counsel of Atlanta Public Schools –  and candidate  
for one of four open federal judgeships in Georgia’s Northern District  
moved another step forward today as the U.S. Senate Judiciary  Commit-
tee voted to send her nomination to the floor of the U.S. Senate.

The judiciary committee reported on its website that Totenberg’s  
nomination was approved by  voice vote. The committee postponed a 
vote on the nomination of Clarke County Superior Court Judge Steve C. 
Jones for a second seat in the Northern District.

Jones appeared at a confirmation hearing before the committee last  
month. Totenberg, who was nominated last March, appeared before the  
committee in July.

*Harvard Graduate, Worked with Nashville ACLU lawyer, Vanderbilt  
graduate, Reber Boult, of the Boult, Cummings firm*

*Amy Totenberg, sister of the well-known Public Radio legal com-
mentator, Nina Totenberg, both Harvard law graduates, have had vivid, 
high profile careers in the law, one using her trining to become an analyst 
of the U.S. Supreme Court, and other courts for public radio,  the other 
doing basic employment, civil rights and educational litigation in Geor-
gia for many years.

Early in her career, Amy Totenberg worked with the  Vanderbilt 
graduate and former Nashville Attorney Reber Boult. Reber the younger  
moved to the Atlanta ACLU during the height of the civil rights move-
ment to work with Charles Morgan, then ACLU regional director. Boult 
the younger was engaged in some of the most high profile cases of the 
era, including the seating of Rep. Julian Bond, the defense of Cassius 
Clay, and many other high profile civil rights cases of the late sixties.

Boult’s Father, also named Reber, was a partner of one of Nashville’s 
leading firms, Boult Commings, now merged with another firm, and 
found on the web at , http://www.babc.com/  and proudly announcing 
on its web page that in standing up for the soverign state of Alabama, 
and some coal companies, in defeating environmental regulation. Plus a 
change, Plus the same!!!

Romaine’s Law

REMEMBER: Cell Phone Numbers have gone public 

and released to telemarketing companies and you 

will start receiving sales calls... 

YOU WILL BE CHARGED FOR THESE CALLS

To prevent these calls, dial this number from your 

cell phone: 888-382-1222. It is the National DO NOT 

CALL list It only takes a moment. It blocks your 

number for five (5) years. You must call from the 

cell phone number you want to have blocked. You 

cannot call from a different phone number.

2011 Nissan Juke  --  If You Want To Play

You can tell the Nissan engineers were feeling frisky as they designed their new addition to the Nissan 
stable.  The 2011 Juke is the kind of automobile you feel youthful in as you zip around in it.  Even the top front  
fender mounted turn signal lights have a mischievous look to them.

Equipped with a 1.6 liter Direct Injection Gasoline (DIG) DOHC 16-valve turbocharged 4-cylinder engine, 
which kicks up 188 horses of power and 177 pounds of foot torque and a Xtronic Continuously Variable 
Transmission (CVT) with Sport Mode, the Juke has an Integrated Control (I-CON) system which (with the 
push of a button) can adjust the engine performance up to sport mode or down to Eco mode.  A feature ripe 
to play with.

Physically resembling the luxury level Infiniti EX35 Journey model....., ligher, shorter and smaller than the 
Journey, the Juke performs like any other more energetic younger brother.  Handling turns and cornering like 
the affordable sports model it is made to be. 

Nissan did not skimp though on adding the comfort features to make this more affordable sibling ap-
pealing.  Standard features on the Juke include; speed sensitive power-assisted steering; speed sensitive 
door locks; power windows with driver’s side one-touch auto up and down feature; tilt steering wheel with 
mounted Bluetooth Hands-free phone system and audio control switches; AM / FM / CD, Auxiliary, MP3 capa-
bility with 6 speakers; Interface System for iPOD;  6-way manual adjusted driver’s seat; remote keyless entry; 
Nissan vehicle immobilizer system with vehicle security system; Nissan Advanced air bag system; Vehicle 
Dynamic Control (VDC); Traction Control System (TCS); 4-wheel Anti-lock Braking System (ABS); 60 / 40 
fold-flat 2nd row seats; and just in case you don’t want your stuff shifting about as you motorsport around, 
there is storage under the rear cargo floor.

Nissan kept it real for us.  The Juke’s city miles-per-gallon is 27 and it’s highway miles-per-gallon is 32.  
All for just under $ 19,000.  All in all, with the 2011 Juke, Nissan has given us reason to play.

Photo and review by Steve Benson, The Tennessee TRIBUNE
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Ethics in Fundraising

Imagine this: Your non-profit organization is short on funds. A former 
co-worker tells you she knows someone looking to give $25,000 to an 
organization like yours. She says, “I’ll introduce you and facilitate the pro-
cess if you give me 10 percent of whatever she gives you. You know, a 
finder’s fee.”

Or consider this: Your neighbor says your organization is a perfect fit 
for grants being made by the Obama administration. He says “I’ll write the 
grant. If you get it, you pay me 10 percent. If you don’t get it, you don’t 
have to pay me.”

What do you do?
On the one hand, these scenarios might seem ideal. You don’t have to 

do anything and your organization will financially benefit. You don’t have 
to hire staff, engage board members, or spend a lot of your own time trying 
to secure a gift that may or may not come through. 

But on the other, you can sense that it’s not quite upright. As appealing 
as these offers may seem, they violate the Association of Fundraising Pro-
fessionals Code of Ethical Principles. That’s right. Fundraising is a profes-
sion and fundraisers have a professional association that develops ethics 
and monitors adherence. 

Ethical standard 24 from AFP’s Code of Ethics states Members shall 
not pay finder’s fees, commissions or percentage compensation based on 
contributions, and shall take care to discourage their organizations from 
making such payments.

Here is the reasoning. Raising funds for a non-profit is about obtain-
ing the resources needed to advance the organization’s charitable or social 
mission. Importance is placed on retaining the trust of donors and ensuring 
that funds are used to fulfill the agreed upon social mission. Percentage 
based compensation and finder’s fees can give rise to betrayal of philan-
thropic trust in an attempt to secure a larger gift and related fee. 

Also, most people don’t give because of the skill and talent of your 
fundraiser. They give because they had a positive interaction with someone 
associated with your organization, or because of a belief in your work. For 
the above scenarios, ask your co-worker if she would volunteer to make 
the introduction because she believes in the value and impact of your orga-
nization. Ask your neighbor if he would write the proposal for a flat fee or 
hourly rate. Fundraising relies on volunteers and paid staff or contractors. 
It’s okay to pay fundraisers. Just don’t pay percentages.

Learn more about fundraising ethics at www.afpnet.org/ethics. 
© Copyright 2010 Mel and Pearl Shaw 
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the owners of Saad & Shaw. They help non-

profit organizations and institutions rethink revenue sources. They are the 
authors of How to Solicit a Gift: Turning Prospects into Donors. Visit them 
at www.saadandshaw.com or call (901) 522-8727.

Karen K. Tenfelde Joins Barge Waggoner Sumner and Cannon
Nashville, TN – Karen K. Tenfelde 

has joined the corporate marketing staff 
of Barge Waggoner Sumner & Cannon, 
Inc. (BWSC), as senior proposal writer/
leader with responsibility for supporting 
business development and marketing 
activities for the firm’s practice areas in 
energy and environment.   

Tenfelde has over 25 years of experi-
ence in marketing, sales, and customer 
service for products and professional 
services.  She brings an expertise in 
business development planning, pro-
posal writing, and client relationship 
management.  Most recently she was 
marketing team leader and senior pro-
posal writer at Stantec Consulting Ser-
vice, Inc., Lexington, Kentucky.  

Tenfelde graduated from the Univer-
sity of Kentucky in 1985 with a Bach-
elor of Science in Mechanical Engineer-
ing. 

“We are delighted to have Karen 
join our team to support the growth and 
further development of our key service 
areas in the energy and environment 
marketplace. She brings to the position 
a technical background coupled with 
extensive experience in marketing design services for the built environment,” stated Paula E. Harris, 
chief marketing officer for the firm.

Barge Waggoner Sumner & Cannon is an engineering, architecture, planning, landscape archi-
tecture, and surveying firm.  Celebrating over 50 years of service, BWSC is among the top 200 en-
gineering and design firms in the United States. Visit BWSC’s web site for more information: www.
bargewaggoner.com.

Karen K. Tenfelde

Creating a Financial Plan of Action
Local Advisor Peggy Rouillier Releases New Book That Provides Financial Planning Tools for 

Improved Decision Making

Nashville, TN– Yes, it is important 
to create and stick to a financial plan. 
The problem arises in transforming that 
advice from theory into action. In her 
new book, Plan of Action: Strategies to 
Help You Build and Preserve Wealth 
($24.95, CreateSpace Publishing, Oc-
tober 2010), Peggy Rouillier, an inde-
pendent financial professional based 
in Nashville, helps introduce readers 
to various financial planning tools and 
techniques. Plan of Action, a collabo-
ration of Financial Professionals from 
Securities America, offers thought-
provoking conversations about money, 
choices, relationships and life. 

Rouillier’s chapter, “Planning with 
the Power of Visual Thinking” dis-
cusses the use of mind mapping as a 
means to help individuals grapple with 
complicated concepts associated with 
wealth management.

“I am happy to have been part of 
a book that can help investors make 
more informed decisions that can lead 
to long-term financial security,” says 
Rouillier. “The first step towards finan-
cial freedom is to make – and stick to – 
a solid plan and this book is that plan.”

Plan of Action is written in acces-
sible language and is designed to engage any reader seeking sound advice about a variety of personal 
and business financial issues that can work in any economic environment. The chapters in Plan of 
Action cover a wide range of financial topics including:

• Re-defining wealth, success and happiness 
• Tax-advantaged estate planning strategies and ideas for leaving a legacy to the next generation
• Tips for successful retirement income distribution 
Plan of Action: Strategies to Help You Build and Preserve Wealth ($24.95, 192 pages, 

paperback, ISBN: 9781453788394) is now available at amazon.com. Link: http://amzn.
com/1453788395. 

About Peggy J. Rouillier
Peggy Rouillier has been in the financial services industry since 

1987. As an investment advisor representative with Securities 
America Advisors, Inc. and a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLAN-
NER™ professional, Peggy specializes in comprehensive financial 
planning and wealth management for clients in the entertainment 
business and a niche of clients for a tribal American Indian reser-
vation. 

After graduating with a bachelor’s of science degree in business 
administration and an emphasis in finance/real estate and office 
administration, Peggy joined the Guardian Life Insurance Com-
pany as a licensed insurance and securities representative. She was 
recognized in 1992 and 1995 as the company’s Associate of the 
Year, ranking in the top 13 for group life sales. Other professional 
recognition has included the 1996 Star Producer Equities Award 
winner for Tennessee Financial Group; recognition in 1997 by Life 
USA Shareholders Club; the Success Five Year Award and Leader-
ship Counsel Award Winner for Hartford Leaders in 2003, 2004, 
2005 and 2006; as well as the 2008 Securities America Partners in 

Success 10-year recognition.
About Securities America
Headquartered in La Vista, Neb., Securities America, Inc. has more than 1,900 financial profes-

sionals nationwide with nearly $53 billion in client assets under their supervision. Securities America 
Advisors, Inc. is an SEC-Registered Investment Advisory firm with more than $14 billion in assets 
under management and administration that offers investment management, financial advice and fi-
nancial planning through financial advisors. For more than 25 years, Securities America’s mission has 
been to foster the success of financial professionals so they can provide quality, objective counsel and 
services to their clients. Additional information is available at securitiesamerica.com.

Peggy Rouillier

Barge Waggoner Sumner & Cannon Design Team Wins Air Force Award

Bruce Anderson Joins Barge Waggoner Sumner & Cannon as Federal Program Director
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Keeping the Community in Community Foundations

Community foundations play a major role in communities across the 
country. They are a vehicle for organized giving that primarily benefits 
a specific geographic area. They bring together individual donors, local 
businesses, families, and others to pool their resources and make grants. 

Here is how the Austin Community Foundation defines what a com-
munity foundation is: A community foundation is a philanthropic vehicle 
that combines the charitable gifts of many to provide leadership and finan-
cial leverage in addressing the current and future needs of the community 
through various grant making activities designed to improve the lives of 
the citizens of that community.

The Community Foundation of Greater Memphis has come up with 
an innovative way to encourage local residents to give that changes their 
whole relationship to philanthropy. It does that by giving them a say in 
how their contribution is used. They call the campaign GiVE 365 because 
the annual membership is a dollar a day ($365 a year). 

The genius of the campaign is that it makes everyone who contributes 
a philanthropist by engaging them in the granting process. You and the 
other members of GiVE 365 work together to determine how the funds 
should be granted. Participating in a donor circle changes the dynamic so 
you become a decision-maker. Now that is an unusual experience for many 
of us! Usually we – and our organizations – are on the soliciting-side of 
philanthropy, not the decision-making side. 

It’s a brand new program and those who participate will help shape it. 
They are especially interested in attracting people in their 20’s, 30’s and 
40’s though anyone can participate. To kick it off the foundation matched 
the first $20,000.

Bob Fockler, the president of the foundation, said “We are really ex-
cited about the prospects for GiVE 365. Memphis has been shown to be 
a city full of very generous people, yet we are far from a wealthy city. 
GiVE 365 provides an opportunity for people from virtually all economic 
backgrounds to have an active part in helping to transform this city. After 
all, most great things come about as a result of the collective actions of a 
great many people.”

If you are interested in starting such a program in your community, call 
a program officer at your community foundation and tell them you read 
about what the Community Foundation of Greater Memphis is up to. And 
tell them you want to help make it happen. GIVE 365. It’s worth it!

© Copyright Saad & Shaw.  Mel and Pearl Shaw are the owners of 
Saad & Shaw. They help non-profit organizations and institutions rethink 
revenue sources. They are the authors of How to Solicit a Gift: Turning 
Prospects into Donors. Visit them at www.saadandshaw.com or call (901) 
522-8727

Nashville, TN – Bruce H. S. Anderson, a civil engineer and attorney 
with more than 35 years of experience working with government agen-
cies, has joined Barge Waggoner Sumner & Cannon, Inc. (BWSC), as 
Vice President and Federal Program Director. Anderson is responsible 
for overall direction and strategic oversight of the firm’s work with fed-
eral agencies, including the Department of Defense, NASA, and the De-
partment of Energy.  Prior to joining BWSC,  he served in an appointed 
position with the State of Alabama as Assistant Director for Civil and 
Military Aerospace of the Alabama Development Office.

Anderson has served in senior leadership and management positions 
and provided legal services for engineering design, construction and op-
erations, and maintenance projects in the U.S., Europe and the Middle 
East for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and at Goddard 
Space Flight Center, Kennedy Space Center and Marshall Space Flight 
Center for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).  
His senior leadership positions at USACE  include Memphis District 
Counsel, Missouri River Division Counsel and Transatlantic Programs 
Center Counsel.  Working with NASA, Anderson was  Kennedy Space 
Center Chief Counsel and Chief Operating Officer for the National 
Space Science and Technology Center at Marshall Space Flight Center.  

 “Bruce’s long-term experience, knowledge and relationships 
with federal agencies are a valuable asset to our firm as we work within government markets and expand 
our services to various agencies,” said Bob Higgins, president and CEO of BWSC. 

A native of Petersburg, VA, Anderson began his career as a submarine design engineer at Newport News 
Shipbuilding and Drydock Company in Virginia. While associated with USACE, he also served as an in-
structor in the College of Engineering at the University of South Alabama, and as lead instructor for a num-
ber of USACE contract administration courses.  He was appointed to the federal Senior Executive Service in 
1998.  Anderson has received a number of Department of the Army and NASA leadership and achievement 
awards. He received Vice President Gore’s Hammer Award for his work at Kennedy Space Center.

Anderson received a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering in 1972 from the University of Al-
abama. He returned to the University to receive his law degree in 1975. He is a member of several honorary 
and professional engineering and legal societies, including Theta Tau Professional Engineering Fraternity, 
Theta Chi Civil Engineering Honorary Fraternity, and the Capstone (University of Alabama) Engineering 
Society. He has been licensed to practice law by the Supreme Court of Alabama, the Supreme Court of 
Tennessee, the Supreme Court of Nebraska, various U.S. District Courts, various U. S. Circuit Courts of 
Appeals, and the Court of Federal Claims. Anderson currently resides in Huntsville, AL.

Barge Waggoner Sumner & Cannon is an employee-owned engineering, architecture, planning, land-
scape architecture, and surveying firm. Celebrating over 50 years of service, BWSC is among the top 200 
engineering and design firms in the United States. Visit BWSC’s web site for more information: www.
bargewaggoner.com.

Tennessee Department of Revenue to Hold Free Tax
Workshops for New Businesses

NASHVILLE REVENUE OFFICE WILL HOST SEMINAR SEPT. 21
 
NASHVILLE - The Tennessee Department of Revenue will hold its next free bimonthly new business 

workshop on Sept. 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the department’s Murfreesboro Road office, located at 
1321 Murfreesboro Road in Nashville. The workshop will be held on the eighth floor.

This free workshop is designed to assist those encountering business-related taxes for the first time. Tax 
specialists from various local and state agencies will provide the basic information needed to comply with 
registration and tax requirements. During the session, attendees will have the opportunity to listen to these 
tax specialists, ask questions and receive materials explaining tax responsibilities and providing contact 
information. Areas of discussion will include business tax, sales and use tax, unemployment tax and tax 
enforcement procedures.

Interested individuals may register online at www.TN.gov/revenue or call (615) 532-4975 to register 
for the program.

The Department of Revenue also offers new business tax workshops bimonthly across the state in Chat-
tanooga, Johnson City, Knoxville and Memphis.

The Department of Revenue is responsible for the administration of state tax laws and motor vehicle 
title and registration laws established by the legislature and the collection of taxes and fees associated with 
those laws. The Department of Revenue collects approximately 92 percent of total state tax revenue. Dur-
ing the 2009-2010 fiscal year, the department collected $10.2 billion in state taxes and fees. In addition to 
collecting state taxes, $1.9 billion of local sales tax was collected by the department for local governments 
during the 2009-2010 fiscal year. Besides collecting taxes, the department enforces the revenue laws fairly 
and impartially in an effort to encourage voluntary taxpayer compliance. The department also apportions 
revenue collections for distribution to the various state funds and local units of government. To learn more 
about the department, log on to www.TN.gov/revenue.

Nashville, TN – Barge Waggoner Sumner & Cannon, Inc. (BWSC) was part of the design team  awarded 
an Honor Award at the Air Force 2010 Design Awards.  The Honor Award was presented for Concept De-
sign of the 711th Human Systems Wing Facility at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, OH, for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Louisville District.

As part of a joint venture with KZF Design, BWSC prepared the master plan and comprehensive design/
build RFP for the 700,000-SF, $250 million facility.  The project includes three new buildings, renovations 
in three existing buildings to provide facilities for the new U.S. Air Force Human Systems Wing (formerly 
called the Human Performance Wing), and a new base entrance gate. BWSC provided civil, mechanical, 
and electrical engineering on the project.  As part of a lead-in project, BWSC performed an extensive utility/
infrastructure study to determine the impact of the project on the existing infrastructure at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base.  

The new facilities will provide comprehensive, research, testing consultation, and teaching facilities for 
the School of Aerospace Medicine, the Air Force Research Labs, and the Navy Aerospace Medical Labs.  
The facilities will include wet and dry chemistry and biology teaching and research labs, a vivarium, ento-
mology lab, emergency medical training, temporal labs, spatial disorientation research, human centrifuges, 
night vision research, and associated infrastructure and utility upgrades.  

Barge Waggoner Sumner & Cannon is an employee-owned engineering, architecture, planning, land-
scape architecture, and surveying firm.  Celebrating over 50 years of service, BWSC is among the top 200 
engineering and design firms in the United States. Visit BWSC’s web site for more information: www.
bargewaggoner.com.

BARGE WAGGONER SUMNER & CANNON NEWS

Bruce Anderson

nesses.  It is a proud partner in 6 Tennessee Career Centers located in Local 
Workforce Investment Area-9.

Funded in part by the Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development, NCAC is an equal opportunity employer/program.  Auxiliary 
aids and services will be provided upon request to persons with disabilities.  
Coni Caudle, 862-8890, TTY 1-800-848-0298.
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WORLD AIDS DAY
December 1, 2010

Working Together.

WORLD AIDS DAY

Working Together.

All-American Liquidators Hotel 
Furniture Warehouse So if you need to 

furnish your home, 
college dorm, apart-
ment, lake house, or 
rental property at 
unbelievable prices you 
need to give us a visit! 

1411 Elm Hill Pike • Nashville, TN. 37210

WITH CONCERN, COMPASSION, PRICE AND SELECTION, WE’LL
HELP YOU THROUGH THIS PERIOD OF FLOOD RECOVERY

Many Top Hotels, 
Marriott, Hilton, 
Opryland and oth-
ers are remodeling 
hundreds of rooms of 
beautiful furniture and 
we’re bringing this 
furniture into our 
giant warehouse.

Game-Day Express
2010 Season

Game-Day ExpressGame-Day Express
2010 Season2010 Season

Game-Day Express
2010 Season

Get ready for some football
and leave the car at home

Tailgating available
for all train station parking lots

*Game times are subject to change.

2010 Season2010 Season2010 Season2010 Season2010 Season

Purchase your Game-Day Express tickets by phone at (615) 862-5950 or online at musiccitystar.org.

Advance Single-Game Ticket $ 15
Game-Day Purchase on the Train $ 20

(615) 736-9606
Bedroom Set - $289

New Box & Matt - Twin-$119 
Full-$149 

Queen-$169

Chairs - $35

Conference Tables - $300

Office Chairs - $45

Sofa Sleepers - $90

Entertainment Center - $100

Wardrobe - $100

Ever wanted to learn about the wildlife and history of Africa? 
Here’s your chance.

Into Western Africa: The Gambia River and Dakar
March 7-19, 2011

Sail aboard the Pegasus into the natural beauty and day-to-day life of Western Africa on this voyage from 

the Senegalese capital of Dakar along the Saloun and Gambia Rivers. The Gambia leads you to lush, wild-

life-rich nature reserves and the riverside towns of the country where Kunta Kinte was born. Learn about 

the history of the slave trade, the protection of endangered species and more.

Home of the Asa Grant Hilliard III  
Road Scholar Award for Lifelong Learning.

Road Scholar —  
Think Outside the Tour

Road Scholar programs are nothing like  

commercial group tours. Our adventures  

feature expert instructors who take you behind 

the scenes and give an authentic and thought-

provoking perspective of the world.

Call (800) 322-5315 to enroll and reference program #19363ZNG  
or visit www.roadscholar.org/19363ZNG.

Please note that some of these shows 
contain adult language and content. 
Young Frankenstein contains mature 
subject matter. As always, we encourage 
you to contact TPAC directly for more 
specifics. Artists, schedules and show 
titles are subject to change. 

2010-11 HCA/TriStar Broadway at TPAC Season is 
sponsored in part by:

May 10-15, 2011
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March 22-27, 2011

Celebrate BROADWAY– STYLE!
See all three shows for as little as $80

www.tpac.org/broadway 

615-782-6560  
or 1-800-410-4216 (Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) 

TPAC Box Office  
(Downtown or at Davis-Kidd Booksellers in The Mall at Green Hills) 
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January 25-30, 2011
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Masterpieces Masterpieces Masterpieces Masterpieces Masterpieces Masterpieces Masterpieces Masterpieces Masterpieces Masterpieces fromÊ thefromÊ thefromÊ thefromÊ thefromÊ the MMusée d’usée d’usée d’usée d’usée d’usée d’usée d’usée d’usée d’oorsayrsayrsayrsayrsayrsay

Downtown Nashville 615-244-3340   ImpressionismAtTheFrist.org

NNow ow ow uary 23uary 23uary 23uary 23uary 23

This Exhibition is organized by the 
Frist Center for the Visual Arts with 
gratitude for exceptional loans from 
the collection of the Musée d’Orsay.

See it now, or see it in Paris.

This Exhibition is supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities.
Édouard Manet. Woman with Fans (detail), 1873. Oil on canvas, 44 1/2 x 65 1/2 in. © RMN (Musée d’Orsay), Hervé Lewandowski

SATURDAY
January 15, 2011
4:00 and 8:00 p.m. • TpAC’S JACKSON HALL

www.tpac.org/cosby • 615-782-4040
TPAC Box Office  (Downtown or at Davis-Kidd Booksellers in The Mall at Green Hills)

Groups of 20 or more call 615-782-4060

www.billcosby.com

North Police Precinct 

2231 26th Avenue North 

Nashville, TN 37208 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

www.nashvilleclerk.comÊ

WeÕ reÊ drivenÊ toÊ serveÊ ourÊ community!WeÕ reÊ drivenÊ toÊ serveÊ ourÊ community!WeÕ reÊ drivenÊ toÊ serveÊ ourÊ community!Ê ÊÊ
John Arriola, County Clerk, announces the 
opening of the North Nashville branch office. 

Title and Registration Registration Renewal Handicap Registration (Placard Issuance and Renewal) Temporary Operation Permit (Temp Tag) 

The lady behind the legend
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March 1-6, 2011 
TPAC’s Polk Theater 

On Sale Now!
tpac.org/ella • 615-782-4040

TPAC Box Office (Downtown or at Davis-Kidd Booksellers in The Mall at Green Hills) 

Groups of 20 or more call 615-782-4060

This theatrical event weaves myth, memory and music 
 as it tells the uplifting and poignant story of one of the 

greatest jazz/pop vocalists of 20th century music.

TPAC Box Office (Downtown or at Davis-Kidd Booksellers in The Mall at Green Hills) 

Groups of 20 or more call 615-782-4060




